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Abstract: The third plenary session of the 20th Central Committee of
the Communist Party of China further emphasized the importance of
national security by specifying arrangements for modernizing China’s
national security system and capacity. It stressed the need to “ensure
that high-quality development and greater security reinforce each other,”
fully demonstrating China’s commitment to and reflecting the natural
requirement of balancing development and security on the new journey.
To achieve this, China should coordinate the following four aspects.
First, domestic and international imperatives. China should steadily
advance its national rejuvenation based on an accurate understanding of
the once-in-a-century changes taking place in the world, leading global
trends with its governance. Second, China’s new development pattern and
new security architecture. China should accelerate the creation of a new
security architecture that aligns with and safeguards its new development
pattern. Third, new quality productive forces and new quality national
security capabilities. To achieve high-quality development and high-level
security, China must ensure that its new quality productive forces and
new quality national security capabilities effectively integrate with and
boost each other. Fourth, Chinese modernization and the path of national
security with Chinese characteristics. China should accurately grasp the
defining features of its modernization and the path of national security
with Chinese characteristics, safeguarding Chinese modernization by
modernizing its national security system and capacity.
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he third plenary session of the 20th Central Committee of the Communist

Party of China (CPC) stressed that “national security provides a
pivotal foundation for ensuring steady and sustained progress in Chinese
modernization” and called for ensuring that “high-quality development and
greater security reinforce each other.” On May 12, 2025, the Information Office
of China’s State Council issued a white paper titled “China’s National Security
in the New Era.” The white paper proclaimed that “high-quality development
is our primary task, and stagnation leads to insecurity.” It further emphasized,
“High-standard security is the prerequisite for high-quality development, and
development is impossible without security.”> Achieving mutual reinforcement
between high-quality development and high-level security is crucial to
balancing development and security on the new journey. It is also of decisive
significance for advancing Chinese modernization. Toward that end, China
needs to coordinate the following four aspects: domestic and international
imperatives; a new development pattern and a new security architecture;
new quality productive forces and new quality national security capabilities;
advancing Chinese modernization and pursuing a path of national security with
Chinese characteristics.

Pursuing National Rejuvenation amidst Once-in-a-Century Global
Changes: A New Historical Stage

General Secretary Xi Jinping delivered an important speech at the
ceremony marking the centenary of the CPC. He said:

On the journey ahead, we must demonstrate stronger vigilance and
always be prepared for potential danger, even in times of calm. We

' “Resolution of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China on Further Deepening Reform

Comprehensively to Advance Chinese Modernization,” Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of China,
July 21, 2024, https://www.mfa.gov.cn/eng/xw/zyxw/202407/t20240721 11457437 html.
> “China’s National Security in the New Era,” Foreign Languages Press, https://flp.com.cn/wp-content/

uploads/2025/06/2025-bai-pi-shu-xin-shi-dai-de-zhong-guo-guo-jia-an-quan.pdf.
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must adopt a holistic approach to national security that balances
development and security imperatives, and implement the national
rejuvenation strategy within a wider context of the once-in-a-century
changes taking place in the world. We need to acquire a full
understanding of the new features and requirements arising from the
change to the principal contradiction in Chinese society and the new
issues and challenges stemming from a complicated international
environment. We must be both brave and adept in carrying out our
struggle, forging new paths and building new bridges wherever
necessary to take us past all risks and challenges.'

At present, momentous changes not seen in a century are accelerating
across the world. Meanwhile, the Chinese nation has made great strides toward
its rejuvenation. China has embarked on a new journey to build a modern
socialist country in all respects and advance toward the Second Centenary
Goal. The great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation and the unprecedented
world changes are closely intertwined and mutually shaping, presenting new
opportunities as well as challenges for China to achieve mutually beneficial
interaction between high-quality development and high-level security.

I. Once-in-a-century changes are accelerating worldwide, fraught with
immense uncertainties

First, a new round of scientific and technological revolution and industrial
transformation is rapidly reshaping the world. Throughout history, every
round of scientific and technological revolution has triggered epochal changes.
For instance, the First Technological Revolution brought the world into the
Age of Steam; the Second Technological Revolution took humanity into the
Age of Electricity; the Third Technological Revolution ushered in the Age of
Information. Presently, a new round of scientific and technological revolution
is well underway. Frontier technologies, such as artificial intelligence (Al),
quantum technology, and biotechnology, are pushing humanity toward the Age
of Intelligence. Compared with its predecessors, the ongoing technological

' “Speech by Xi Jinping at a Ceremony Marking the Centenary of the CPC,” Consulate-General of the People’s

Republic of China in Frankfurt, July 1, 2021, http://frankfurt.china-consulate.gov.cn/det/zt/KPCh100/202107/
t20210701_9007489.htm.
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revolution has been characterized by an accelerated pace of innovation. Science
and technology are rapidly translating into industrial applications, boosted by
breakthroughs in multiple fields and across various dimensions. Burgeoning
technological innovation has created numerous new industries, business models,
and drivers of growth, contributing to the formation of new quality productive
forces. They have become the frontline and main arena of international
competition, profoundly reshaping the global order and development pattern.
However, rapid technological innovation may bring with it unforeseen risks. As
Xi noted, “Science and technology are a sharp weapon for development, and
may also become the sources of risks.” In particular, “tech accelerationism” is
gaining currency in Western countries, with increasing calls for deregulation.
Uncontrolled Al, irreversible gene editing, the threat of quantum technology
to encryption systems, and social polarization caused by technological
advancements have all emerged as risks and challenges that cannot be ignored
amidst the current world changes.

Second, Donald Trump’s second term has sent shockwaves across the
world. Today, the United States remains the world’s strongest power. Inevitably,
its domestic and foreign policies have significant global implications. Trump’s
“America First 2.0” has exacerbated the volatility and instability that plague
the world. On the one hand, the second Trump administration has severely
damaged the existing international norms, institutions, and mechanisms. Trump
has defied the international order forged after World War Il by saying that he
would not rule out the possibility of using military force to “get Greenland,”
annex Canada, and seize control of the Panama Canal, demonstrating an
outright disregard for the sovereignty of other nations and attempting to push
humanity back into a “jungle world” where might makes right. Moreover,
Trump has continued his “America First” agenda and adopted a “use it when
it serves American interests and abandon it when it doesn’t” approach to
international organizations, withdrawing the United States from the World

Xi Jinping, “Zai zhongguo kexueyuan di ershi ci yuanshi dahui, zhongguo gongchengyuan di shiwu ci yuanshi
dahui, zhongguo kexie di shi ci quanguo daibiao dahui shang de jianghua [Speech at the 20th General Assembly of
the Chinese Academy of Sciences, the 15th General Assembly of the Chinese Academy of Engineering, and the 10th
National Congress of the China Association for Science and Technology],” May 28, 2021, https://www.xinhuanet.
com/2021-05/28/c_1127505377.htm.
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Health Organization, the Paris Agreement, and the United Nations Human
Rights Council, undermining global governance. He has turned his back
on international trade rules and launched a massive “tariff war” against the
world, upending the global economic, trade, and financial order. On the other
hand, the second Trump administration has accelerated the tectonic shifts in global
geopolitics. Trump once directly talked with Russia, without the participation
of Ukraine and Europe, on how to end the conflict in Ukraine. This move
heightened tensions between the United States and Europe, weakened transatlantic
ties, and catalyzed significant adjustments in both United States—Russia
and United States—Europe relations. In addition, Trump’s pro-Israel stance
and his proposal to “take over” Gaza and relocate Palestinians to neighboring
countries have added to the chaos in the Middle East. Instead of preserving
the postwar international order, the United States is deliberately destroying it,
eroding and endangering the existing order.

II. China is steadily advancing toward its rejuvenation, with a long
and rocky road ahead

Under the firm leadership of the CPC, China has achieved its First
Centenary Goal as planned and embarked on a new journey of building a great
modern socialist country in all respects and advancing toward the Second
Centenary Goal.

As Xi said, “The most fundamental and universal desire of our people

9ol

is to live in a safe and peaceful nation.” To realize national rejuvenation,
China needs to satisfy its people’s aspirations for a better life, ensuring that
they work and live in contentment. China has made historic achievements in
these two respects. To ensure that its people work in contentment, China has
withstood external pressures and overcome domestic difficulties. In 2024,
China’s gross domestic product (GDP) increased by 5% year on year to 134.9
trillion yuan; it created 12.56 million new urban jobs; its foreign trade reached
a record high, and foreign exchange reserves surpassed 3.2 trillion US dollars;
per capita disposable income grew by 5.1% in real terms; grain output hit

a new high of 1.4 trillion jin (700 million metric tons); the value added of

" “Xi Jinping: Huiju qi weihu guojia anquan qiangda liliang, buduan tigao renmin qunzhong anquangan, xingfugan
[Xi Jinping: Come Together as a Mighty Force for National Security and Enhance People’s Sense of Security and
Happiness],” Xinhua, April 14, 2016, https://www.xinhuanet.com//politics/2016-04/14/c_1118625785.htm.
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high-tech manufacturing and equipment manufacturing rose by 8.9% and
7.7%, respectively. To ensure that its people live in peace, China has applied
a holistic approach to national security, and the Peaceful China Initiative has
entered a new stage. In 2024, China witnessed a 25.7% decline in criminal
cases compared to the previous year. Cases of public security remained largely
unchanged, and the overall public safety situation stayed stable.” The sense
of security among the Chinese people rose from 87.55% in 2012 to 98.62% in
2021, and stood at 98.2% in 2023. China is widely considered one of the safest
countries in the world.’

Building on existing successes, the third plenary session of the 20th Central
Committee of the CPC called for further deepening reform comprehensively
to advance Chinese modernization, laying out more than 300 reform tasks,
which are to be completed by 2029. Xi urged, “Advancing Chinese modernization
is a whole new endeavor. On the journey ahead, we will inevitably be
”* The world today has
entered a period of turbulence and change. On the new journey toward national

confronted with problems, risks, and challenges.

rejuvenation, China must face obstacles and difficulties head on while
staying confident.

II1. China’s rejuvenation and the once-in-a-century global changes are
closely interconnected and mutually shaping

The great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation is the most significant
factor driving the changes that shape the world today. Meanwhile, China’s
rejuvenation is deeply influenced and constrained by global changes. The
two are mutually influencing and closely interconnected. There is a need to
coordinate them effectively, ensuring that they reinforce each other.

" Li Qiang, “Report on the Work of the Government—Delivered at the Third Session of the 14th National People’s

Congress of the People’s Republic of China on March 5, 2025,” State Council of the People’s Republic of China,
March 12, 2025, https://english.www.gov.cn/news/202503/12/content. WS67d17f57¢6d0868f4e8f0c0d.html.

> “China Sees 25.7-pct Drop in Criminal Cases in 2024,” State Council of the People’s Republic of China, January 11,
2025, https://english.www.gov.cn/archive/statistics/202501/11/content. WS6781af58c6d0868f4e8eebbe.html.

*  “Pingan zhongguo chengwei yizhang liangyan ‘guojia mingpian’ [The Peaceful China Initiative has become a shining
‘business card’ for China],” Ministry of Justice of the People’s Republic of China, September 16, 2024, https://www.moj.gov.
cn/pub/sfbgw/zwgkztz1/2024n2t202400102/fjqglkbxzt0925/f2¢j20240925/202409/t20240929 506925.html.

* Xi Jinping, “Explanation of the Resolution of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China on Further
Deepening Reform Comprehensively to Advance Chinese Modernization,” https://wb.beijing.gov.cn/en/center for
international exchanges/headlines/202407/P020240723343342956125.pdf.
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