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Abstractȱ
ThereȱisȱaȱgrowingȱconsensusȱinȱInternationalȱRelationsȱthatȱtheȱsovereignȱnationȱ
state,ȱparticularlyȱinȱsubȬSaharanȱAfrica,ȱisȱaȱ‘myth’ȱbecauseȱofȱtheȱseveralȱnationsȱ
thatȱcanȱbeȱfoundȱwithinȱoneȱsovereignȱentity,ȱmadeȱsoȱbyȱtheȱBerlinȱconferenceȱofȱ
1885ȱ thatȱ partitionedȱ Africa.ȱ Regardlessȱ ofȱ thisȱ consensus,ȱ internationalȱ
peacebuildingȱ theoryȱ andȱpracticeȱ isȱ biasedȱ towardsȱmaintainingȱ theseȱ sovereignȱ
arrangements.ȱThroughȱaȱdecolonialȱ lens,ȱpeacebuildingȱ inȱSomaliaȱ isȱexploredȱasȱ
anȱexampleȱofȱhowȱtheseȱbiasesȱaffectȱpeaceȱinȱaȱmultiethnic,ȱmulticlan,ȱandȱdiverseȱ
society.ȱȱ
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Introductionȱ
Theȱ endȱ ofȱ theȱ Coldȱ Warȱ broughtȱ aboutȱ aȱ drasticȱ changeȱ inȱ

internationalȱrelationsȱandȱpractice,ȱasȱconflictsȱchangedȱfromȱ interstateȱtoȱ
intrastate.1ȱ Theȱ emergenceȱ ofȱ intrastateȱ conflictȱ becameȱ commonȱ
predominantlyȱinȱAfricaȱandȱotherȱpartsȱofȱtheȱglobalȱsouth.ȱTheseȱconflictsȱ
alsoȱattractedȱinterestsȱandȱconcernsȱfromȱtheȱinternationalȱcommunity,ȱasȱ
peaceȱinterventionsȱinȱAfricaȱbecameȱpartȱofȱtheȱglobalȱagenda.ȱȱ

Inȱ theȱpastȱ fewȱdecades,ȱ critiqueȱ ofȱ theseȱpeaceȱ interventionsȱ hasȱ
emerged,ȱwhileȱatȱtheȱsameȱtime,ȱaȱbroaderȱcritiqueȱofȱtheȱveryȱknowledgeȱ
systemsȱthatȱinformȱtheȱglobalȱsystemȱemerged.ȱThisȱlatterȱcanȱbeȱdescribedȱ
asȱ theȱ ‘decolonialȱ turn’.ȱ Theȱ decolonialȱ schoolȱ ofȱ thinkingȱ arguesȱ thatȱ
knowledgeȱ wasȱ colonizedȱ throughȱ epistemecidesȱ andȱ appropriationȱ ofȱ
otherȱwaysȱofȱknowingȱwhichȱincludedȱtheȱassumptionȱthatȱtheȱonlyȱvalidȱ
knowledgeȱcomesȱfromȱEuropeȱandȱNorthȱAmerica.ȱPowerȱwasȱcolonizedȱ
byȱusurping,ȱandȱ‘theft’ȱofȱworldȱhistoryȱandȱitsȱrearticulatingȱthroughȱtheȱ
prismȱ ofȱ hellenocentrism,ȱ eurocentrismȱ andȱ westernization,2ȱ Thisȱ isȱ theȱ
colonialȱmatrixȱofȱpowerȱ thatȱdecolonialȱ scholarsȱ suchȱasȱMignoloȱ (2007),ȱ
Grofoguelȱ(2011)ȱandȱNdlovuȬGatsheniȱ(2013)ȱreferȱto.ȱȱ

Withȱ sovereignȱ statesȱ inȱSubȬSaharanȱAfricaȱ inȱmind,ȱ increasinglyȱ
moreȱInternationalȱRelationsȱthinkers,ȱ includingȱdecolonialȱthinkers,ȱagreeȱ
thatȱ theȱ ideaȱ ofȱ theȱ sovereignȱ nationȱ stateȱ onȱ theȱ Africanȱ continentȱ isȱ
mythical.3ȱThisȱ isȱbecauseȱtheȱconceptȱofȱaȱsovereignȱnationȱstateȱdoesȱnotȱ
considerȱtheȱseveralȱnationsȱclusteredȱtogetherȱbyȱtheȱBerlinȱConferenceȱofȱ
1885ȱwhichȱledȱtoȱtheȱcolonizationȱofȱAfricaȱafterȱtheȱimperialȱscrambleȱforȱ

�������������������������������������������������
1ȱ Anaudȱ Blinȱ “Armedȱ groupsȱ andȱ intraȬstateȱ conflicts:ȱ theȱ dawnȱ ofȱ aȱ newȱ era?”ȱ inȱ
Internationalȱ Reviewȱ ofȱ theȱ Redȱ Cross,ȱ 2011,ȱ p,ȱ 293Ȭ294;ȱ Muzafferȱ Yilmazȱ “IntraȬStateȱ
ConflictsȱinȱTheȱPostȬColdȱWarȱEra”ȱinȱInternationalȱJournalȱonȱWorldȱPeace,ȱno.ȱ4(24),ȱ2007,ȱpȱ
11.ȱ
2ȱSabeloȱNdlovuȬGatsheni,ȱTheȱDecolonialȱMandela:ȱPeace,ȱ Justiceȱandȱ theȱPoliticsȱofȱLife,ȱNewȱ
York,ȱBerghahnȱBooks,ȱ2016,ȱp.ȱ38.ȱ
3ȱPierreȱEnglebert,ȱAfrica:ȱUnity,ȱSovereignty,ȱandȱSorrow,ȱBoulder,ȱLynneȱRienner,ȱ2007,ȱpp.ȱ
62Ȭ63.ȱȱ
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Africa.4ȱThisȱisȱanȱepistemologicalȱshortcomingȱthatȱarguablyȱinfluencesȱtheȱ
successȱofȱpeacebuildingȱinȱSubȬSaharanȱAfrica.ȱ

InȱmanyȱSubȬSaharanȱAfricaȱstates,ȱpeacebuildingȱisȱmarredȱwithȱaȱ
recurrenceȱofȱconflicts,ȱlargelyȱdueȱtoȱtheȱdisregardȱforȱthisȱepistemologicalȱ
shortcomingȱ (inȱ thisȱ case,ȱ ourȱ particularȱ interestȱ isȱ theȱ definitionȱ ofȱ aȱ
sovereignȱnationȱ state)ȱbyȱ InternationalȱRelationsȱ scholars,ȱpeacebuilders,ȱ
andȱtheȱ internationalȱcommunityȱ inȱgeneral.ȱApproachesȱtoȱpeacebuildingȱ
usuallyȱcentreȱonȱliberalȱpeacebuildingȱprocessesȱthatȱareȱaimedȱatȱholdingȱ
democraticȱ electionsȱ andȱ buildingȱ liberalȱ democraticȱ states.ȱ Decolonialȱ
scholars,ȱonȱtheȱotherȱhand,ȱsuggestȱotherȱapproachesȱsuchȱasȱdrawingȱonȱ
valuesȱ sharedȱ byȱ partiesȱ inȱ conflict,ȱ allowingȱ indigenousȱ practicesȱ andȱ
knowledgeȱ systemsȱ toȱ guideȱ interventions,ȱ andȱ transformingȱ colonialȱ
legacies.5ȱȱ

Thisȱarticleȱ considersȱ theȱ caseȱofȱSomaliaȱ toȱbetterȱunderstandȱ theȱ
implicationsȱ ofȱ theȱ epistemologicalȱ shortcomingȱ thatȱ contributedȱ toȱ theȱ
outbreakȱ ofȱ theȱ Civilȱ War.ȱ Particularly,ȱ itȱ exploresȱ theȱ effectsȱ ofȱ theȱ
epistemicȱcolonialityȱembeddedȱinȱtheȱconceptȱofȱtheȱsovereignȱnationȱstateȱ
andȱitsȱeffectsȱonȱAfricaȱsocietiesȱsuchȱasȱSomalia.ȱSomaliaȱisȱconsideredȱanȱ
ethnicallyȱ homogenousȱ societyȱ comparedȱ toȱ otherȱ Africanȱ countries.ȱ

4ȱRobertȱ Jackson,ȱ “Negativeȱ Sovereigntyȱ inȱ SubȬSaharanȱAfrica”ȱ inȱReviewȱ ofȱ Internationalȱ
Studies,ȱ12(4),ȱ1986,ȱpp.ȱ247Ȭ264;ȱAliȱMazruiȱandȱFrancisȱWiafeȬAmoako,ȱAfricanȱInstitutions:ȱ
Challengesȱ toȱ Political,ȱ Social,ȱ andȱ Economicȱ Foundationsȱ ofȱ Africa’sȱ Development,ȱ Lanham:ȱ
Rowmanȱ&ȱLittlefield,ȱ2016;ȱAbouȱ Jeng,ȱPeacebuildingȱ inȱ theȱAfricanȱUnion:ȱLaw,ȱPhilosophyȱ
andȱ Practice,ȱ Cambridge,ȱ Cambridgeȱ Universityȱ Pressȱ 2012,ȱ p,ȱ 3;ȱ Siphamandlaȱ Zondi,ȱ
“AfricanȱUnionȱApproachesȱ toȱ Peacebuilding:ȱ Effortsȱ atȱ Shiftingȱ theȱContinentȱ Towardsȱ
DecolonialȱPeace”ȱinȱAfricanȱJournalȱonȱConflictȱResolution,ȱno.ȱ17(1),ȱ2017,ȱpp.ȱ105Ȭ131.ȱ
5ȱAbouȱJeng,ȱ“PeacebuildingȱinȱtheȱAfricanȱUnion”,ȱloc.ȱcit.,ȱp.ȱ283;ȱJacquelineȱ ȱNakaiza,ȱ“Aȱ
Caseȱ forȱAfricanȬPromotedȱPeacebuildingȱ StrategiesȱwithȱSpecificȱReferenceȱ toȱAMISOM,ȱ
theȱJubaȱPeaceȱProcessȱandȱIGAD’sȱinterventionsȱinȱSouthȱSudan”ȱinȱAfSolȱJournal,ȱno.ȱ1(1),ȱ
2016,ȱpp.ȱ127Ȭ142;ȱGuyȱBanim,ȱ“ConflictsȱinȱAfrica:ȱPeacebuilding,ȱConflictȱPreventionȱandȱ
Beyondȱ –ȱ Aȱ Personalȱ Perspective”ȱ inȱ Europeanȱ Externalȱ Actionȱ Service,ȱ 2017;ȱ Severineȱ
Autesserre,ȱ “Constructingȱ Peace:ȱ Collectiveȱ Understandingsȱ ofȱ Peace,ȱ Peacemaking,ȱ
Peacekeeping,ȱ andȱ Peacebuilding”ȱ inȱ Critiqueȱ Internationale,ȱ no.ȱ 51(2),ȱ 2011,ȱ pp.ȱ 153Ȭ167;ȱ
Africaȱ Union,ȱ “Peaceȱ andȱ Stability”ȱ <https://au.int/en/auc/priorities/peaceȬandȬstability>ȱ
accessedȱonȱ12ȱJune,ȱ2019.ȱ
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Despiteȱ thisȱ fact,ȱconflictsȱbetweenȱ theȱvariousȱclans,ȱmarginalizationȱandȱ
inequalitiesȱthatȱfollowedȱindependenceȱinȱtheȱ1960sȱasȱwellȱasȱtheȱmergingȱ
ofȱ twoȱ formerȱ coloniesȱ ofȱ Britishȱ Somaliaȱ (presentȱ dayȱ Somaliland)ȱ andȱ
Italianȱ Somaliaȱ (presentȬdayȱ SouthȬCentralȱ Somalia)ȱ culminatedȱ inȱ theȱ
eventsȱthatȱ ledȱtoȱtheȱoutbreakȱofȱtheȱSomaliaȱCivilȱWarȱthatȱ lastedȱforȱ22ȱ
years,ȱbetweenȱ1990ȱandȱ2013.6ȱItȱcanȱbeȱobservedȱthatȱdespiteȱtheseȱeffects,ȱ
todaysȱpeacebuildingȱbyȱtheȱUnitedȱNationsȱ(UN),ȱtheȱAfricanȱUnionȱ(AU)ȱ
andȱotherȱmembersȱofȱ theȱ internationalȱcommunity,ȱandȱpeacebuildersȱ inȱ
SomaliaȱisȱfocusedȱonȱreȬestablishingȱSomaliaȱasȱoneȱsovereignȱentity.ȱȱȱȱ

Thisȱ articleȱ proposesȱ thatȱ inȱ Somalia,ȱ liberalȱ peacebuildingȱ hasȱ
dominatedȱ theȱpeacebuildingȱprocessȱbecauseȱofȱ theȱepistemicȱcolonialityȱ
ofȱ knowledgeȱ regardingȱ theȱdefinitionȱ ofȱ theȱ sovereignȱnationȱ state.ȱTheȱ
sovereignȱnationȱstateȱhereȱrefersȱtoȱtheȱdiverseȱethnicȱandȱculturalȱgroupsȱ
withinȱtheȱcontinentȱwhoȱwereȱsuperimposedȱonȱeachȱotherȱintoȱaȱlegalȱandȱ
internationallyȱrecognizedȱentityȱbyȱ theȱBerlinȱconferenceȱ thatȱpartitionedȱ
Africa.7ȱȱ

Theȱtrendȱisȱforȱconflictsȱtoȱendȱwithȱlittleȱorȱnoȱ“milestone”ȱchangesȱ
inȱ agreements,ȱ rather,ȱ governmentsȱ areȱ restructuredȱ withinȱ theȱ sameȱ
sovereignȱconfinements,ȱandȱliberalȱdemocraciesȱareȱputȱinȱplaceȱtoȱreplaceȱ
militaryȱ dictatorships.ȱ Thisȱ patternȱ isȱ referredȱ toȱ asȱ theȱ liberalȱ
peacebuildingȱ inȱ thisȱ article.ȱ Somaliaȱ representsȱ anȱ exampleȱ ofȱ this,ȱ asȱ
severalȱclansȱandȱsubȬclansȱhaveȱbeenȱleftȱoutȱofȱagreementsȱandȱaȱfederalȱ
governmentȱwasȱputȱ inȱplaceȱ inȱ2013ȱ toȱendȱ theȱcountry’sȱCivilȱWar.ȱTheȱ
resultȱisȱanȱoppositionȱfromȱclansȱwhichȱhaveȱnowȱreconstitutedȱasȱterroristȱ
organizations,ȱ stagnatingȱ theȱpeacebuildingȱprogressȱ ofȱ theȱ country.ȱ Itȱ isȱ
uncertainȱwhetherȱ theȱ Somaliaȱ FederalȱGovernmentȱ (SFG)ȱ canȱ retainȱ itsȱ

�������������������������������������������������
6ȱPaulȱCamachoȱandȱIbrahimȱMohamedȱAbukar,ȱ“Somalia’sȱSecurityȱtheȱReconstructionȱofȱ
theȱSomaliȱNationalȱArmy”ȱ inȱCenterȱ forȱPolicyȱAnalysisȱ&ȱResearch,ȱMogadishu:ȱCenterȱ forȱ
Policyȱ Analysisȱ andȱ Research,ȱ 2017;ȱ Afyareȱ Elmiȱ andȱ Abdullahiȱ Barise,ȱ “Theȱ Somaliȱ
Conflict:ȱRootȱCauses,ȱObstacles,ȱandȱPeaceȬBuildingȱStrategies”ȱ inȱAfricanȱSecurityȱReview,ȱ
no.ȱ15(1),ȱ2006,ȱp.ȱ33.ȱȱ
7ȱP.ȱEnglebert,ȱop.ȱcit.,ȱp.ȱ245;ȱA.ȱMazruiȱandȱF.ȱWiafeȬAmoako,ȱop.ȱcit.ȱ
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authorityȱ ifȱ theȱ AUȱ mission,ȱ whichȱ providesȱ itȱ withȱ security,ȱ shouldȱ
withdrawȱfromȱtheȱcountry.8ȱȱ

Oppositionȱ toȱ liberalȱ peaceȱ byȱ decolonialȱ thinkersȱ isȱ basedȱ onȱ
argumentsȱ onȱ theȱ needȱ forȱ aȱ decolonialȱ peaceȱ thatȱ emphasizesȱ unity,ȱ
findingȱcommonȱground,ȱdrawingȱonȱsharedȱvalues,ȱandȱtransformingȱtheȱ
sovereignȱstateȱfromȱitsȱcolonialȱlegacy.ȱButȱitȱcanȱbeȱarguedȱthatȱevenȱtheseȱ
propositionsȱperpetrateȱ theȱ liberalȱpeaceȱobjectives,ȱasȱ theyȱareȱallȱgearedȱ
towardsȱkeepingȱ respectiveȱsovereignȱnationȱstatesȱofȱSubȬSaharanȱAfricaȱ
together9,ȱ asȱ opposedȱ toȱ addressingȱ theȱ “myth”ȱ ofȱ theȱ sovereignȱ nationȱ
stateȱallȱtogether.ȱTheȱmythȱofȱtheȱsovereignȱnationȱstateȱhereȱrefersȱtoȱtheȱ
beliefȱ thatȱ sovereignȱ statesȱ inȱ Africaȱ areȱ notȱ sovereignȱ nationȱ states,ȱ
because,ȱ evenȱ thoughȱ thereȱ areȱ territorialȱ bordersȱ andȱ internationallyȱ
recognizedȱ legitimateȱ governments,ȱ theȱ absenceȱ ofȱ aȱ commonȱ language,ȱ
ancestralȱdecent,ȱandȱcommonȱhistoryȱmakesȱthemȱsovereignȱstatesȱandȱnotȱ
sovereignȱnationȱstates.10ȱ

ȱ
Liberalismȱ andȱ theȱ limitationsȱ ofȱ theȱ notionȱ ofȱ theȱ ‘state’ȱ forȱ
peacebuildingȱ

Theȱdominantȱapproachȱtoȱpeacebuildingȱpracticeȱaroundȱtheȱworldȱ
todayȱ isȱ thatȱ ofȱ liberalȱ peacebuilding;ȱ perhapsȱ thisȱ isȱ partlyȱ becauseȱ
liberalismȱ dominatesȱ internationalȱ relationsȱ today.ȱ Accordingȱ toȱMeiserȱ
“weȱ currentlyȱ liveȱ inȱ anȱ internationalȱ systemȱ structuredȱ byȱ theȱ liberalȱ
worldȱ orderȱ builtȱ afterȱ theȱ Secondȱ Worldȱ Warȱ (1939–1945)”.11ȱ Thisȱ
conclusionȱisȱreachedȱasȱaȱresultȱofȱtheȱfactȱthatȱ“internationalȱinstitutions,ȱ
�������������������������������������������������
8ȱHaldunȱCanciȱandȱYerimaȱMagudu,ȱ“ImpactȱofȱtheȱGlobalȱArmsȱTradeȱ inȱSomaliaȱ(2000Ȭ
2014):ȱAȱDescriptiveȱAnalysis”ȱinȱInternationalȱJournalȱonȱWorldȱPeace,ȱno.ȱ4(32),ȱ2015,ȱpp.ȱ35Ȭ
62.ȱ
9ȱG.ȱBanim,ȱop.ȱcit.;ȱS.ȱAutesserre,ȱop.ȱcit.,ȱpp.ȱ153Ȭ167.ȱ
10ȱHughȱ SetonȬWatson,ȱNationsȱ andȱ States:ȱ andȱ Enquiryȱ intoȱ theȱOriginsȱ ofȱNationsȱ andȱ theȱ
PoliticsȱofȱNationalism,ȱBoulder:ȱWestviewȱPress,ȱ1977,ȱp.ȱ339.ȱ
11ȱ JeffreyȱMeiser,ȱ “Introducingȱ Liberalismȱ inȱ Internationalȱ Relationsȱ Theory”,ȱ inȱ Stephenȱ
McGlinchey,ȱWaltersȱRosieȱ andȱ ScheinpflugȱChristian,ȱ eds.,ȱ InternationalȱRelationsȱ Theory,ȱ
Bristol:ȱEȬInternationalȱRelationsȱPublishers,ȱ2017,ȱp.ȱ23.ȱ
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organizationsȱandȱnormsȱ(expectedȱbehaviors)ȱofȱthisȱworldȱorderȱareȱbuiltȱ
onȱ theȱ sameȱ foundationsȱ asȱ domesticȱ liberalȱ institutionsȱ andȱ normsȱ (ofȱ
specificȱstate);ȱtheȱdesireȱtoȱrestrainȱtheȱviolentȱpowerȱofȱstates.ȱ

Butȱtheȱsameȱliberalȱpeaceȱthatȱhasȱbeenȱableȱtoȱstabilizeȱsocietiesȱinȱ
EuropeȱandȱNorthȱAmericaȱhasȱnotȱbeenȱveryȱsuccessfulȱwhenȱappliedȱ toȱ
theȱ Africanȱ context.ȱ Thisȱ canȱ beȱ tiedȱ toȱ theȱ factȱ thatȱ African,ȱ andȱ
specifically,ȱ SubȬSaharanȱ Africanȱ statesȱ suchȱ asȱ Somalia,ȱ haveȱ differentȱ
ontologiesȱ comparedȱwithȱEuropeanȱ states.ȱOneȱ commonȱgroundȱonȱ thisȱ
matterȱ betweenȱ variousȱ thinkersȱ inȱ Internationalȱ Relationsȱ isȱ thatȱ theȱ
conceptȱofȱaȱsovereignȱnationȱstateȱfailsȱtoȱconsiderȱtheȱdiversityȱofȱculturesȱ
thatȱ existsȱ withinȱ sovereignȱ entitiesȱ inȱ SubȬSaharanȱ Africa,ȱ andȱ thisȱ
accounts,ȱ inȱ part,ȱ forȱ theȱ failureȱ ofȱ theȱ liberalȱ peaceȱ approachȱ toȱ
peacebuilding.12ȱ Peacebuildingȱ inȱ SubȬSaharanȱ Africanȱ oftenȱ leadsȱ toȱ

silencingȱ theȱ guns,13ȱ butȱ failsȱ toȱ achieveȱ longȱ lastingȱ peaceȱ becauseȱ dueȱ
attentionȱisȱnotȱgivenȱtoȱstructuralȱissuesȱsuchȱasȱethnicity,ȱmarginalization,ȱ
andȱexclusivity.ȱȱ

Structuralȱ peacebuildingȱ refersȱ toȱ thatȱ whichȱ isȱ aimedȱ atȱ
transformingȱ societyȱ andȱ underlyingȱ causesȱ ofȱ conflictȱ throughȱ
dismantling,ȱ constructingȱ andȱ reconstructingȱ conceptsȱ andȱ structures.ȱ
‘Structure’ȱinȱthisȱresearchȱisȱusedȱfollowingȱMartinȱandȱLeeȱ(2015:713)ȱandȱ
Haslanger’sȱ (2015:2)ȱdescriptionȱofȱ theȱ termȱ asȱ “abstractȱorganizationsȱofȱ
reciprocallyȱdefinedȱ socialȱ categoriesȱ thatȱ areȱ seenȱasȱpartȱofȱ someȱ socialȱ
whole”ȱ andȱ asȱ “theoreticalȱ entities,ȱ postulatedȱ toȱ doȱ workȱ inȱ aȱ socialȱ
theory”.ȱ Structuresȱ areȱ alsoȱ usedȱ inȱ thisȱ studyȱ toȱ identifyȱ andȱ critiqueȱ
structuralȱ injusticeȱ nestedȱ inȱ theȱ colonialȱmatrixȱ ofȱ powerȱ thatȱ formsȱ aȱ
centralȱpartȱofȱdecolonialȱ thinking.14ȱ Itȱ isȱalsoȱusedȱ toȱprovideȱ theȱcontextȱ
forȱhumanȱ agency;ȱ andȱmoreȱ importantly,ȱ itȱ isȱusedȱ followingȱGaltung’sȱ

12ȱEnglebert,ȱop.ȱcit.,ȱpp.ȱ62Ȭ63;ȱMazrui,ȱWiafeȬAmoako,ȱop.ȱcit.;ȱJackson,ȱop.ȱcit..ȱ
13ȱZondi,ȱop.ȱcit.,ȱ2017,ȱp.ȱ109.ȱ
14ȱWalterȱMignolo,ȱ“Delinking”ȱinȱCulturalȱStudies,ȱno.ȱ21(2),ȱ2007,ȱpp.ȱ449Ȭ514.ȱ
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(1969)ȱ definitionȱ ofȱ structuralȱ violenceȱ asȱ relatingȱ toȱ theȱ inegalitarianȱ
distributionȱofȱpowerȱandȱresources.ȱ

Englebartȱ (2007),ȱ discussesȱ theȱ consequencesȱ ofȱ theȱ notionȱ ofȱ
sovereigntyȱinȱSubȬSaharanȱAfrica.ȱHeȱdiscussesȱwhyȱdespiteȱtheȱnatureȱofȱ
Africaȱsovereignȱstates,ȱ(theȱdiversityȱandȱ“failure”ȱsinceȱtheȱdecolonizationȱ
period),ȱthereȱseemȱtoȱbeȱaȱshortageȱofȱsecessionȱaroundȱtheȱcontinent.ȱToȱ
him,ȱsovereigntyȱinȱAfricanȱstatesȱisȱgivenȱlegalȱcommandȱbyȱinternationalȱ
recognition,ȱ therefore,ȱbecauseȱAfricaȱ stateȱ sovereigntyȱ isȱ juridical,ȱAfricaȱ
stateȱpowerȱ isȱdeȱjure.ȱ i.e.ȱ theȱstateȱ isȱdefinedȱbyȱ itsȱ legalityȱratherȱ thanȱ itsȱ
effectiveness.15ȱLegalȱcommandȱenduresȱinȱAfricanȱstates,ȱandȱthisȱhasȱbeenȱ
theȱ reasonȱ forȱ Africanȱ statesȱ existenceȱ todayȱ despiteȱ theȱ manyȱ issuesȱ
encounteredȱwithȱregardsȱtoȱconflicts,ȱeconomicȱandȱsocialȱdevelopment.16ȱ
Legalȱ commandȱ affordsȱ theseȱ statesȱ theȱ capacityȱ toȱ control,ȱ dominate,ȱ
extract,ȱorȱdictateȱthroughȱtheȱlaw.ȱȱȱȱ

Englebertȱ (2007)ȱ suggestsȱ threeȱ solutionsȱ heȱ assumesȱ areȱutopian.ȱ
Theȱ firstȱ isȱ toȱ removeȱ theȱ sovereigntyȱ ofȱ Africanȱ statesȱ completelyȱ byȱ
derecognizingȱproblematicȱsovereignȱstates,ȱbutȱthisȱideaȱisȱlikelyȱtoȱresultȱ
inȱ chaos.ȱ Aȱ caseȱ inȱ pointȱ isȱ theȱ Israel/Palestineȱ conflict,ȱ inȱ whichȱ theȱ
internationalȱcommunityȱrefusedȱtoȱrecognizeȱPalestineȱasȱaȱsovereignȱstateȱ
leadingȱ toȱ ageȱ longȱ conflictȱ betweenȱ Israelȱ andȱ Palestine.ȱ Aȱ secondȱ
recommendationȱ suggestsȱ liberalizingȱ theȱ supplyȱ ofȱ sovereigntyȱ inȱ SubȬ
SaharanȱAfrica.ȱThisȱentailsȱtheȱinternationalȱcommunityȱgivingȱsupportȱtoȱ
statesȱ thatȱperformȱwellȱasȱ sovereignȱ states.ȱThirdly,ȱEngelbertȱ (2007:257)ȱ
suggestsȱ dilutingȱ sovereigntyȱ byȱ providingȱ theȱ variousȱ nationsȱ withinȱ
currentȱ sovereignȱ arrangementsȱ autonomyȱ andȱ reducingȱ theȱ powersȱ ofȱ
centralȱ governments.ȱ Thisȱ isȱ aȱ promising,ȱ butȱ problematicȱ approachȱ inȱ
termsȱofȱoperationalization,ȱasȱpeacebuildingȱinȱcountriesȱlikeȱNigeria,ȱandȱ
theȱ Democraticȱ Republicȱ ofȱ Congoȱ hasȱ failedȱ toȱ properlyȱ implementȱ
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15ȱEnglebert,ȱop.ȱcit.,ȱpp.ȱ62Ȭ63.ȱ
16ȱIbidem.ȱȱ
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federalismȱ andȱ devolutionȱ ofȱ power,ȱ evenȱ thoughȱ theirȱ constitutionsȱ
suggestsȱit.ȱȱ

Engelbert’sȱ suggestionsȱ canȱ beȱ faultedȱ forȱ stillȱ containingȱ someȱ
biasesȱ towardsȱ sovereignȱ nationȱ states.ȱ Heȱ focusesȱ onȱ internationalȱ
legitimacyȱasȱtheȱsupplierȱofȱsovereignty,ȱandȱthereforeȱhisȱsuggestionsȱareȱ
limitedȱ toȱ internationalȱrecognitionȱandȱderecognition.ȱThisȱresearch,ȱonȱaȱ
practicalȱ basis,ȱ isȱ intendedȱ toȱ transcendȱ theseȱ constrainsȱ ofȱ sovereignȱ
arrangements,ȱ toȱ developȱ ideasȱ onȱ howȱAfricanȱ indigenousȱ nationsȱ canȱ
flourishȱ withoutȱ relyingȱ onȱ sovereignȱ arrangementsȱ forȱ peaceȱ andȱ
development.ȱThisȱwillȱbeȱdoneȱbyȱidentifyingȱhowȱtheȱmeaningȱattributedȱ
toȱsovereignȱnationȱstatesȱpracticallyȱaffectsȱtheȱvariousȱwarringȱclansȱinȱtheȱ
caseȱ analysisȱ ofȱ Somalia.ȱ Thisȱ isȱ inȱ aȱ bidȱ toȱ changeȱ theȱ directionȱ ofȱ
peacebuildingȱinitiativesȱregardingȱtheȱsovereignȱbias.ȱȱ

ȱ
Theȱliberalȱpeacebuildingȱframeworkȱandȱ‘decolonialȱpeace’ȱ

Theȱmostȱcommonȱandȱdominantȱapproachȱtoȱpeacebuildingȱ isȱtheȱ
liberalȱ peacebuildingȱ framework.ȱ Itȱ isȱ composedȱ ofȱ theȱ severalȱ keyȱ
componentsȱincludingȱdemocratization,ȱtheȱruleȱofȱlaw,ȱhumanȱrights,ȱfreeȱ
andȱglobalizedȱmarkets,ȱ andȱneoȬliberalȱ development.17ȱ Theȱ critiqueȱ hasȱ
includedȱ itsȱhypocrisy,ȱdoubleȱ standards,ȱ lackȱofȱ localȱ legitimacy,ȱ lackȱofȱ
broad,ȱ localȱ participation,ȱ insensitivityȱ toȱ localȱ needs,ȱ itsȱ ‘technical’ȱ
approach,ȱ itsȱ stateȬcentrism,ȱ itsȱ eliteȬfocus,ȱ andȱ itsȱ attemptsȱ toȱ fitȱ oneȱ
frameworkȱ toȱmanyȱcontexts.18ȱ Includedȱ inȱ thisȱ isȱZondi’sȱ introductionȱofȱ
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17ȱOliverȱRichmond,ȱ“TheȱProblemȱofȱPeace:ȱUnderstandingȱtheȱ‘LiberalȱPeace’”ȱinȱConflict,ȱ
Securityȱ&ȱDevelopment,ȱRoutledge,ȱ2006,ȱp.ȱ292.ȱ
18ȱ O.ȱ Richmond,ȱ A.ȱ Björkdahl,ȱ andȱ S.ȱ Kappler,ȱ “Theȱ Emergingȱ EUȱ Peacebuildingȱ
Framework:ȱConfirmingȱ orȱ Transcendingȱ Liberalȱ Peacebuilding?”ȱ inȱ Cambridgeȱ Reviewȱ ofȱ
Internationalȱ Affairs,ȱ no.ȱ 24(3),ȱ 2011,ȱ pp.ȱ 449Ȭ460;ȱD.ȱ Roberts,ȱ “Savingȱ Liberalȱ Peaceȱ fromȱ
Itself”ȱinȱPeaceȱReview:ȱAȱJournalȱofȱSocialȱJustice,ȱno.ȱ24(1),ȱ2013,ȱpp.ȱ366Ȭ373;ȱS.ȱTadjbakhsh,ȱȱ
Rethinkingȱ theȱ Liberalȱ Peace:ȱ Externalȱ Frameworksȱ andȱ Localȱ Alternatives,ȱ Routledge,ȱ 2011;ȱ
ChandraȱL.ȱSriram,ȱ“JusticeȱasȱPeace?ȱLiberalȱPeacebuildingȱandȱStrategiesȱofȱTransitionalȱ
Justice”,ȱ inȱGlobalȱSociety,ȱno.ȱ21(4),ȱ 2007,ȱpp.ȱ579Ȭ591;ȱ I.ȱTaylor,ȱ“WhatȱFitȱ forȱ theȱLiberalȱ
PeaceȱinȱAfrica?”ȱinȱGlobalȱSociety,ȱno.ȱ21(4),ȱ2007,ȱpp.ȱ553Ȭ566.ȱȱ
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theȱtermȱ‘decolonialȱpeace’ȱwhichȱspeaksȱtoȱtheȱfailureȱofȱpeacebuildingȱtoȱ
dateȱasȱitȱdoesȱnotȱexplicitlyȱaddressȱtheȱeffectsȱofȱcolonialȱlegacyȱonȱcurrentȱ
conflicts.19ȱ

Richmondȱ identifiesȱ threeȱmodelsȱ inȱ liberalȱpeacebuildingȱ thatȱheȱ
arguesȱ contradictȱ eachȱ other.20ȱ Theseȱ modelsȱ includeȱ theȱ conservativeȱ
model,ȱtheȱorthodoxȱmodel,ȱandȱtheȱemancipatoryȱmodel.ȱTheȱconservativeȱ
modelȱ isȱ “associatedȱ withȱ topȱ downȱ approachesȱ toȱ peacebuildingȱ andȱ
development,ȱ tendingȱ towardsȱ theȱ coerciveȱ andȱ oftenȱ seenȱ asȱ anȱ alienȱ
expressionȱ ofȱ hegemonyȱ andȱ domination,ȱ sometimesȱ usingȱ force,ȱ orȱ
throughȱconditionalityȱandȱdependencyȱcreation”.ȱAnȱexampleȱofȱthisȱisȱtheȱ
AUȱ approachȱ toȱ peaceȱ inȱ Somaliaȱwhichȱ focusesȱ onȱ installingȱ aȱ centralȱ
authority.21ȱȱ

Theȱsecondȱmodelȱ isȱ theȱorthodoxȱmodelȱwhichȱ isȱconcernedȱwithȱ
includingȱlocalȱneedsȱandȱculturesȱinȱpeacebuildingȱinitiatives.ȱThisȱmodelȱ
isȱstillȱdominatedȱbyȱaȱfocusȱonȱtransferringȱmethodologies,ȱobjectivesȱandȱ
normsȱofȱwesternȱ liberalȱpeacebuilders.ȱTheȱ thirdȱmodelȱ isȱ emancipatoryȱ
andȱ isȱ “concernedȱwithȱ aȱmuchȱ closerȱ relationshipȱ ofȱ custodianshipȱ andȱ
consentȱwithȱlocalȱownership.ȱItȱtendsȱtoȱbeȱveryȱcriticalȱofȱtheȱcoercivenessȱ
conditionalityȱandȱdependencyȱthatȱtheȱconservativeȱandȱorthodoxȱmodelsȱ
operateȱthrough”.22ȱȱ

Followingȱhisȱ aboveȱ critiqueȱofȱ epistemologicalȱ issuesȱ thatȱplagueȱ
liberalȱ peacebuilding,ȱ Richmondȱ clearlyȱ describesȱ aȱ liberalȱ peaceȱ
understandingȱ ofȱ peaceȱ asȱ aȱ peaceȱ thatȱ isȱ “stableȱ andȱ consensual,ȱ butȱ
withinȱ aȱ cosmopolitanȱ frameworkȱ ofȱ governanceȱ whichȱ isȱ bothȱ aȱ
representationȱofȱ theȱ individual,ȱ theȱstateȱandȱ theȱglobal”.23ȱThisȱcomplexȱ
positionȱ onȱ peaceȱ needsȱ toȱ beȱ clearlyȱ elucidatedȱ beforeȱweȱ canȱ beginȱ toȱ

19ȱZondi,ȱ2017,ȱop.cit.ȱ
20ȱO.ȱRichmond,ȱop.ȱcit.,ȱp.ȱ300ȱ
21ȱZondi,ȱ2017,ȱop.ȱcit.ȱ
22ȱRichmond,ȱop.ȱcit.ȱ
23ȱIbidem,ȱp.ȱ307.ȱ
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decideȱwhetherȱ itȱ hasȱ theȱpotentialȱ toȱ becomeȱ ontologicallyȱ stableȱ andȱ aȱ
positiveȱepistemology.ȱȱ

Richmond’s24ȱ descriptionȱ ofȱ peaceȱ fallsȱ shortȱ ofȱ aȱ decolonialȱ
definitionȱ ofȱ theȱ conceptȱ inȱ that,ȱ althoughȱ itȱ accountsȱ forȱ diversityȱ byȱ
recognizingȱ thatȱ aȱ cosmopolitanȱ frameworkȱ ofȱ governanceȱ isȱ needed,ȱ
practicalȱoperationalizationȱofȱacceptingȱdiversityȱboilsȱdownȱtoȱdemocraticȱ
electionsȱandȱmajorityȱruleȱandȱtherebyȱmakingȱitȱexclusionaryȱtoȱminorityȱ
groups.25ȱThisȱpartlyȱleadsȱtoȱtheȱepistemicȱbiasȱofȱliberalȱpeaceȱapproaches.ȱ
Itȱalsoȱpresentsȱanȱimperativeȱtoȱredefineȱtheȱconceptȱofȱpeaceȱinȱtheȱcontextȱ
ofȱ currentȱ andȱ historicalȱ realitiesȱ ofȱ SubȬSaharanȱ Africanȱ statesȱ suchȱ asȱ
Somalia.ȱȱ

Forȱthisȱreason,ȱZondiȱemphasizesȱtheȱneedȱforȱaȱ‘decolonialȱpeace’,ȱ
aȱ peaceȱ thatȱ “dealsȱ withȱ theȱ colonialȱ continuitiesȱ inȱ theȱ natureȱ ofȱ theȱ
inheritedȱ state,ȱ withȱ itsȱ underlyingȱ paradigmȱ ofȱ warȱ andȱ violence,ȱ itsȱ
colonizerȱmodelȱ ofȱ theȱworldȱ andȱ itsȱ colonialȱ politicalȱ economy”.26ȱ ȱHeȱ
discussesȱ theȱneedȱ forȱaȱdecolonialȱpeaceȱ thatȱ transcendsȱcolonialȱ legaciesȱ
andȱ theȱ inheritedȱ sovereignȱ nationȱ state,ȱ arguingȱ thatȱ theȱAU’sȱ recordsȱ
showȱ thatȱ interventionsȱ haveȱ beenȱ successfulȱ inȱ endingȱ violentȱ conflicts,ȱ
andȱ restoringȱ theȱ authorityȱ ofȱ sovereignȱ states,ȱ butȱ haveȱ beenȱ unableȱ toȱ
transformȱ societiesȱ forȱ lastingȱ peaceȱ dueȱ toȱ theȱ neglectȱ forȱ transformingȱ
colonialȱlegacies.ȱȱ

Zondi’sȱ approachȱ canȱ beȱ faultedȱ onȱ theȱ groundsȱ thatȱheȱ suggestsȱ
thatȱ aȱ decolonialȱ peaceȱ willȱ entailȱ buildingȱ nationalȱ unity,ȱ regionalȱ
cohesionȱ andȱ continentalȱ integration.27ȱ Theseȱ objectivesȱ bareȱ strikingȱ
resemblanceȱ toȱ Richmond’sȱ descriptionȱ ofȱ peaceȱ withinȱ theȱ contextȱ ofȱ
liberalȱpeacebuildingȱasȱaȱ‘peaceȱthatȱisȱstableȱandȱconsensual,ȱbutȱwithinȱaȱ
cosmopolitanȱ frameworkȱofȱgovernanceȱwhichȱ isȱbothȱaȱ representationȱofȱ
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24ȱIbidemȱ
25ȱTonyȱLeon,ȱ“TheȱStateȱofȱLiberalȱDemocracyȱinȱAfrica:ȱResurgenceȱofȱRetreat”ȱinȱCentreȱforȱ
GlobalȱLibertyȱandȱProsperityȱInstitute,ȱno.ȱ12,ȱ2010,ȱp.ȱ8.ȱ
26ȱZondi,ȱ2017,ȱop.ȱcit.ȱp.ȱ122.ȱ
27ȱIbidemȱ
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theȱ individual,ȱ theȱ stateȱ andȱ theȱ global’.28ȱ Thisȱ approachȱ isȱ stillȱ derivedȱ
fromȱ aȱ westernȱ Eurocentricȱ assumptionȱ ofȱ universalityȱ andȱ hegemony.ȱ
Moreover,ȱ operationalizingȱ thisȱ approachȱ becomesȱ problematicȱ whenȱ
considerationȱ isȱgivenȱ toȱbuildingȱnationalȱunityȱwithinȱaȱdiverseȱsociety.ȱ
Asȱ attemptsȱ atȱ thisȱ oftenȱ ledȱ toȱ theȱ weakerȱ nationsȱ withinȱ sovereignȱ
arrangementsȱbeingȱmarginalizedȱdueȱtoȱethnicityȱ(clanȱrivalryȱ inȱtheȱcaseȱ
ofȱSomalia),ȱtribalism,ȱgreed,ȱandȱcorruption.ȱȱ

Inȱ similarȱ arguments,ȱAutesserreȱ notesȱ thatȱ peaceȱ interventionsȱ
typicallyȱfailȱtoȱcaptureȱmicroȬlevelȱantagonismsȱthatȱcontinuesȱtoȱfuelȱtheȱ
insurgenciesȱ thatȱ destabilizedȱ communitiesȱ duringȱ implementationȱ ofȱ
peaceȱagreements.29ȱSheȱsuggestsȱemphasisȱshouldȱbeȱplacedȱonȱidentifyingȱ
bottomȱ upȱ approachesȱ thatȱ capitalizesȱ onȱ sharedȱ valuesȱ andȱ canȱ bringȱ
aboutȱunityȱbetweenȱ communities.ȱMicroȱ levelȱ antagonismsȱhereȱ referȱ toȱ
localȱ agendasȱ atȱ theȱ levelȱ ofȱ theȱ individual,ȱ theȱ family,ȱ theȱ clan,ȱ theȱ
municipality,ȱ theȱ community,ȱ theȱdistrict,ȱorȱ theȱ ethnicȱgroupȱ thatȱpartlyȱ
driveȱtheȱcontinuationȱofȱviolenceȱduringȱpeaceȱagreementȱimplementation.ȱ
Citingȱexamplesȱofȱcountriesȱ inȱwhichȱ thisȱhasȱbeenȱ theȱreality,ȱAutessereȱ
mentionsȱ Somalia,ȱ whereȱ clanȱ tensionsȱ areȱ seenȱ asȱ theȱ mainȱ sourceȱ ofȱ
violenceȱ andȱ haveȱ contributedȱ toȱ theȱ failureȱ ofȱ theȱ numerousȱ peaceȱ
agreementsȱnegotiatedȱsinceȱ1991.30ȱȱ

However,ȱ focusingȱ onȱmicroȱ levelȱ antagonisms,ȱ orȱ sharedȱ values,ȱ
doesȱnotȱ addressȱ theȱ challengeȱofȱ epistemicȱ colonialitiesȱ either.ȱ Itȱ simplyȱ
attemptsȱtoȱignoreȱthemȱandȱreinforcesȱtheȱuniversalizingȱagenderȱofȱliberalȱ
peacebuildingȱapproachesȱtoȱmergeȱculturesȱandȱsocietiesȱthatȱareȱdifferentȱ
inȱaȱbidȱtoȱsaveȱtheȱinheritedȱcolonialȱsovereignȱstates.ȱȱ

Fromȱaȱdecolonialȱperspective,ȱaȱmoreȱ radicalȱ rethinkingȱofȱglobalȱ
‘heterarchical’ȱsystemsȱ“ofȱsexual,ȱpolitical,ȱepistemic,ȱeconomic,ȱspiritual,ȱ
linguisticȱ andȱ racialȱ formsȱ ofȱ dominationȱ andȱ exploitationȱ whereȱ theȱ

28ȱRichmond,ȱop.ȱcit.,ȱp.ȱ300.ȱ
29ȱSeverineȱAutesserre,ȱTheȱTroubleȱwithȱtheȱCongo:ȱLocalȱViolenceȱandȱtheȱFailureȱofȱInternationalȱ
Peacebuilding,ȱCambridge:ȱȱCambridgeȱUniversityȱPress,ȱ2010,ȱp.ȱ8.ȱ
30ȱIbidem,ȱp.ȱ8.ȱ
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racial/ethnicȱhierarchyȱofȱtheȱEuropean/nonȬEuropeanȱdivideȱtransversallyȱ
reconfiguresȱallȱofȱtheȱotherȱglobalȱpowerȱstructures”ȱisȱneededȱinȱorderȱtoȱ
challengeȱtheȱproblematicȱliberalȱparadigm.31ȱȱ

Decolonialityȱ representsȱ aȱ lineȱ ofȱ thinkingȱwhichȱ arguesȱ thatȱ theȱ
historyȱofȱ theȱworldȱhasȱprivilegedȱwestern/Europeanȱculture,ȱknowledgeȱ
andȱepistemologyȱthatȱ isȱbuiltȱonȱ ‘inferiorizing’ȱtheseȱelementsȱfromȱotherȱ
partsȱofȱtheȱworld.32ȱThisȱmeansȱthatȱtheȱworldȱ isȱbuiltȱonȱtheȱassumptionȱ
thatȱallȱotherȱcultures,ȱknowledge,ȱandȱwaysȱofȱgeneratingȱknowledgeȱareȱ
inferiorȱtoȱthatȱofȱEuropeans.ȱThisȱhasȱconsequencesȱonȱontologies,ȱasȱitȱhasȱ
resultedȱinȱtheȱconstructionȱofȱtoday’sȱrealities.ȱThisȱhasȱarguablyȱledȱtoȱtheȱ
applicationȱ ofȱ nonȬcompatibleȱ epistemologiesȱ toȱ theȱmultipleȱ ontologicalȱ
perspectivesȱ thatȱ exists,ȱ byȱmakingȱ otherȱ knowledgeȱ claimsȱ inferiorȱ andȱ
consequentlyȱexcludingȱthem.ȱ

Inȱ thisȱ context,ȱ Zondiȱ arguesȱ forȱ aȱ decolonialȱ epistemologyȱ forȱ
Politicalȱ Science,ȱ Internationalȱ Relations,ȱ andȱ Diplomacy,ȱ threeȱ broadȱ
disciplinesȱ underȱ whichȱ internationalȱ peacebuildingȱ isȱ located,ȱ anȱ
epistemologyȱ differentȱ fromȱ theȱ monocultureȱ ofȱ Eurocentricȱ scientificȱ
knowledgeȱ thatȱ tendsȱ toȱ generalizeȱ andȱ declareȱ otherȱ epistemologiesȱ
inferior.33ȱThisȱwouldȱultimatelyȱ resultȱ inȱwhatȱheȱ refersȱ toȱ asȱ ‘epistemicȱ
disobedience’.ȱZondiȱsuggestsȱaȱdecolonialȱ ‘meditation’ȱdifferentȱ fromȱ thatȱ
ofȱ traditionalȱ InternationalȱRelationsȱmethods,ȱwhichȱareȱaimedȱatȱendingȱ
“fixationȱ withȱ conventionsȱ thatȱ hideȱ moreȱ thanȱ reveal,ȱ thatȱ complicateȱ
ratherȱthanȱsimplify,ȱdeceiveȱratherȱthanȱexplain,ȱandȱthatȱcreateȱformulaeȱ
ratherȱthanȱwaysȱofȱliberatingȱourȱabilityȱtoȱunderstandȱphenomenaȱdeeplyȱ
andȱbroadly”.34ȱ
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31ȱ Ramonȱ Grosfoguel,ȱ “Decolonizingȱ PostȬColonialȱ Studiesȱ andȱ Paradigmsȱ ofȱ PoliticalȬ
Economy:ȱ Transmodernity,ȱ Decolonialȱ Thinking,ȱ andȱ Globalȱ Coloniality”ȱ inȱ Journalȱ ofȱ
PeripheralȱCulturalȱProductionȱofȱtheȱLusoȬHispanicȱWorld,ȱno.ȱ1(1),ȱ2011.ȱ
32ȱIbidem,ȱp.ȱ25;ȱS.ȱNdlovuȬGatsheni,ȱop.ȱcit.,ȱp.ȱ38.ȱ
33ȱ Siphamandlaȱ Zondi,ȱ “Decolonisingȱ Internationalȱ Relationsȱ andȱ Itsȱ Theory:ȱ Aȱ Criticalȱ
ConceptualȱMeditation”ȱinȱPolitikon,ȱno.ȱ45(1),ȱ2018,ȱp.ȱ19.ȱ
34ȱIbidem,ȱp.ȱ19.ȱ
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Theȱ colonialityȱ ofȱ knowledge,ȱ suchȱ asȱ thatȱ ofȱ theȱ conceptȱ ofȱ theȱ
sovereignȱnationȱ state,ȱontologicallyȱ resultsȱ inȱ theȱ continuedȱ existenceȱ ofȱ
colonialȱ legaciesȱ inȱarrangementsȱwhereȱ thereȱ isȱdominationȱbyȱanȱethnicȱ
majority,ȱitȱisȱfacilitatedȱbyȱtheȱfailureȱtoȱtransformȱcolonialȱlegaciesȱthatȱareȱ
embeddedȱinȱtransferredȱcolonialȱadministrations.ȱȱ

TheȱsovereignȱnationȱstateȱandȱpeacebuildingȱinȱSomaliaȱ
Sinceȱ theȱ startȱ ofȱ theȱ Somaliaȱ Civilȱ War,ȱ aȱ plethoraȱ ofȱ studiesȱ

suggestȱ theȱ bestȱ solutionȱ toȱ theȱ conflict,ȱ givenȱ theȱ anarchicȱ stateȱ ofȱ theȱ
countryȱdependsȱonȱtheȱcreationȱofȱaȱcentralȱauthorityȱtoȱgovernȱSomalia.35ȱ
SinceȱtheȱbreakdownȱofȱtheȱSomaliaȱsocietyȱandȱtheȱoutbreakȱofȱtheȱSomaliaȱ
CivilȱWarȱinȱ1991,ȱseveralȱtransitionalȱgovernmentsȱhadȱbeenȱestablishedȱtoȱ
guideȱtheȱrestorationȱofȱaȱcentralȱauthorityȱinȱSomaliaȱwithȱtheȱhelpȱofȱtheȱ
internationalȱcommunity.ȱThereȱwasȱaȱtotalȱofȱfourteenȱattemptsȱatȱcreatingȱ
aȱ functioningȱ transitionalȱ government.36ȱ Theseȱ transitionalȱ governmentsȱ
cameȱunderȱcriticismȱforȱnotȱbeingȱinclusiveȱenoughȱamongstȱotherȱthings.ȱ
Itȱ wasȱ notȱ untilȱ 2004,ȱ afterȱ theȱ establishmentȱ ofȱ aȱ Transitionalȱ Federalȱ
Charter,ȱ thatȱ aȱ functioningȱ andȱ internationallyȱ recognizedȱ Transitionalȱ
FederalȱGovernmentȱ (TFG)ȱwasȱ establishedȱ inȱ neighboringȱKenya.37ȱ Theȱ
TFGȱwasȱestablishedȱtoȱlayȱtheȱfoundationsȱforȱaȱtransitionȱtoȱaȱpermanentȱ
SomaliaȱFederalȱGovernment.ȱThisȱwasȱachievedȱinȱ2013.ȱȱ

Sinceȱ theȱ successfulȱ transitionȱ fromȱ aȱ Transitionalȱ Federalȱ
GovernmentȱtoȱaȱFederalȱGovernmentȱinȱ2013ȱhowever,ȱtheȱSFGȱhasȱfacedȱ

35ȱWilliamȱLigawa,ȱGodfreyȱOkothȱandȱFrankȱMatanga,ȱ“NatureȱofȱAUȱMissionȱinȱSomaliaȱ
(AMISOM)ȱ inȱ Relationȱ toȱ Peaceȱ Buildingȱ Strategiesȱ inȱ Somalia”ȱ inȱ Openȱ Accessȱ Libraryȱ
Journal,ȱno.ȱ4(10),ȱ2017,ȱp.ȱ3.ȱ
36ȱ Hansonȱ Stephanieȱ andȱ Kaplanȱ Eben,ȱ “Somalia’sȱ Transitionalȱ Government,”ȱ
<https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/somaliasȬtransitionalȬgovernment>ȱȱaccessedȱonȱ20ȱJuly,ȱ
2019.ȱ
37ȱAbdihakimȱAinte,ȱ“Somalia;ȱLegitimacyȱofȱtheȱProvisionalȱConstitution”ȱinȱAccord,ȱno.ȱ25,ȱ
2014,ȱp.ȱ 60;ȱAndrewsȱAttaȬAsamoah,ȱ “LongȱWalkȱ toȱRestoration:ȱLessonsȱ fromȱ Somalia’sȱ
Transitionȱ Process”ȱ inȱ Instituteȱ forȱ Securityȱ Studies,ȱ 2013ȱ
<https://www.files.ethz.ch/isn/166833/SitRep2013_9JulyȬAsamoah.pdf>ȱ accessedȱ onȱ 2ȱ
August,ȱ2019.ȱ
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criticalȱ challengesȱ fromȱ differentȱmilitiaȱ includingȱ aȱ certainȱ organizationȱ
knownȱ asȱ AlȬShabaab.38ȱ AlȬShabaabȱ hasȱ beenȱ classifiedȱ asȱ aȱ terroristȱ
organizationȱbyȱmostȱEuropeanȱgovernments,ȱnotingȱ thatȱ itsȱ fundamentalȱ
objectivesȱ areȱ alignedȱ withȱ theȱ globalȱ terroristȱ groupȱ AlȬQaida.39ȱ AlȬ
Shabaabȱmembersȱ areȱ composedȱ ofȱ descendantsȱ fromȱ theȱ variousȱ clansȱ
aroundȱ Somaliaȱwhoȱ areȱ disgruntledȱwithȱ political,ȱ socialȱ andȱ economicȱ
injusticesȱandȱinequalitiesȱthatȱexistedȱbeforeȱandȱduringȱtheȱSomaliaȱCivilȱ
War.40ȱMoreover,ȱ theȱ Somaliaȱ CivilȱWarȱ brokeȱ outȱ asȱ aȱ resultȱ ofȱ theseȱ
injusticesȱ thatȱwereȱexacerbatedȱbyȱMohammedȱSiadȱBarre’sȱauthoritarianȱ
andȱmilitaryȱregimeȱwhichȱlastedȱfromȱOctoberȱ1969ȱ–ȱJanuaryȱ1991.41ȱȱ

PeacebuildingȱinȱSomaliaȱsinceȱ2013ȱhasȱtakenȱtheȱformȱofȱaȱmilitaryȱ
operationȱ supportedȱ byȱ aȱ politicalȱ one.ȱ Theȱ Africanȱ Unionȱ Missionȱ inȱ
Somaliaȱ (AMISON)ȱ isȱ theȱ militaryȱ operationȱ thatȱ hasȱ beenȱ givenȱ theȱ
mandateȱtoȱkeepȱtheȱpeaceȱinȱSomalia.ȱItȱhasȱbeenȱpresentȱsinceȱ2007ȱafterȱ
theȱ defeatȱ ofȱ theȱ Islamicȱ Unionȱ ofȱ Courtsȱ (IUC)ȱ andȱ theȱ subsequentȱ
departureȱofȱEthiopianȱmilitaryȱforces.ȱTheȱAMISONȱoperationȱinȱSomaliaȱ
isȱsupportedȱbyȱtheȱUnitedȱNationȱAssistantȱMissionȱinȱSomaliaȱ(UNSOM)ȱ
whichȱ providesȱ politicalȱ supportȱ forȱ theȱ Somaliaȱ Federalȱ Governmentȱ
(SFG)ȱ asȱ well.ȱ Unilateralȱ actingȱ statesȱ suchȱ asȱ theȱ Unitedȱ State,ȱ andȱ
Europeanȱ Unionȱ countriesȱ alsoȱ participateȱ indirectlyȱ throughȱ financialȱ
assistanceȱ toȱ peacebuildingȱNGOsȱ inȱ Somalia,ȱ andȱ recentlyȱ throughȱ theȱ
financialȱaidȱtoȱtheȱSFGȱasȱwell.ȱȱ

38ȱ Mohamedȱ Hajiȱ Ingiris,ȱ “Buildingȱ Peaceȱ fromȱ theȱ Marginsȱ inȱ Somalia:ȱ Theȱ Caseȱ forȱ
PoliticalȱSettlementȱwithȱAlȬShabaab”ȱinȱContemporaryȱSecurityȱPolicy,ȱno.ȱ39(4),ȱ2018,ȱp.ȱ513.ȱ
39ȱMattȱ Bryden,ȱ “Somaliaȱ Redux?ȱ Assessingȱ theȱ Newȱ Somaliaȱ Federalȱ Government”ȱ inȱ
Centreȱ forȱ Strategicȱ andȱ Internationalȱ Studies,ȱ 2013,ȱ p.ȱ 12ȱ <https://csisȬ
prod.s3.amazonaws.com/s3fsȬpublic/legacy_files/files/publication/130819_Bryden_ȱ
SomaliaRedux_WEB.pdf>ȱaccessedȱonȱ12ȱAugust,ȱ2019;ȱ“HomeȱOffice”ȱCountryȱPolicyȱandȱ
Informationȱ Noteȱ Somaliaȱ (Southȱ andȱ Central):ȱ Fearȱ ofȱ Alȱ Shabaabȱ
<https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/somaliaȬcountryȬpolicyȬandȬinformationȬ
notes>ȱaccessedȱonȱ11ȱAugust,ȱ2019.ȱ
40ȱM.ȱH.ȱIngiris,ȱop.ȱcit.,ȱp.ȱ518.ȱ
41ȱNinaȱ Fitzgerald,ȱ Somaliaȱ Issues,ȱHistory,ȱ andȱ Bibliography,ȱNoahȱ Scienceȱ Publishersȱ Inc,ȱ
2002,ȱpp.ȱ4Ȭ6;ȱA.ȱElmiȱandȱA.ȱBarise,ȱop.ȱcit.,ȱp.ȱ34.ȱ
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TheȱfirstȱFederalȱGovernmentȱofȱSomaliaȱwasȱmeantȱtoȱcarryȱonȱtheȱ
stateȱbuildingȱprojectȱinitiatedȱbyȱtheȱinternationalȱcommunity,ȱwhichȱwasȱ
focusedȱonȱsteeringȱtheȱcountryȱtowardsȱdemocratization.42ȱThisȱrequiredȱaȱ
constitutionalȱ review,ȱ theȱpreparationȱofȱaȱ constitutionalȱ referendumȱandȱ
theȱholdingȱofȱgeneralȱelectionȱscheduledȱforȱOctoberȱ2016.ȱImplementationȱ
ofȱthisȱtransitionȱlackedȱtheȱpoliticalȱwillȱfromȱtheȱrulingȱelitesȱwhoȱseemedȱ
moreȱinterestedȱinȱpersonalȱeconomicȱandȱpoliticalȱbenefitsȱthanȱtheyȱwereȱ
inȱ establishingȱ “effective,ȱ transparentȱ andȱ accountableȱ governmentȱ
institutionsȱorȱinitiatingȱaȱwiderȱreconciliationȱprocess”.43ȱInȱthisȱarticleȱweȱ
argueȱ forȱ theȱ limitationsȱofȱ thisȱkindȱofȱcritiqueȱasȱ itȱ failsȱ toȱacknowledgeȱ
theȱ underlyingȱ challengeȱ ofȱ theȱ veryȱ ideaȱ ofȱ theȱ Somaliȱ nationȱ state,ȱ
blamingȱ leadersȱwhenȱ stateȱ buildingȱ failsȱ ratherȱ thanȱ theȱ stateȱ buildingȱ
projectȱitself.ȱ

Forȱ example,ȱ someȱ scholarsȱ argueȱ thatȱ theȱ factȱ thatȱ thereȱ isȱ noȱ
unifiedȱnationalȱvisionȱ amongstȱ theȱpoliticalȱ leadersȱ ofȱ Somaliaȱmakesȱ itȱ
veryȱ difficultȱ forȱ stateȱ buildingȱ toȱ occur.44ȱ Inȱ hisȱ observation,ȱ thereȱ areȱ
observableȱpatternsȱofȱpoliticalȱclashesȱbetweenȱtheȱdifferentȱgovernmentsȱ
thatȱ cameȱ intoȱ powerȱ sinceȱ 2002.ȱ Theȱ IUCȱ andȱ theȱ TFGȱ leadershipȱ
disagreedȱ evenȱ thoughȱ thereȱ wereȱ manyȱ IUCȱ membersȱ whoȱ wereȱ
nationalists.ȱ Turmoilȱ betweenȱ Abdullahiȱ Yusufȱ andȱ hisȱ secondȱ Primeȱ
MinisterȱNuurȱHassanȱHusseinȱledȱtoȱtheȱdemiseȱofȱPresidentȱYusuf’sȱTFGȱ
inȱ2008.45ȱSimilarly,ȱduringȱPresidentȱSharifȱSh.ȱAhmed’sȱtenureȱfromȱ2009Ȭ
2012,ȱ theȱ PrimeȱMinisterȱMohamedȱAbdullahiȱ (Farmaajo)ȱwasȱ forcedȱ toȱ
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<https://www.btiȬproject.org/fileadmin/files/BTI/Downloads/Reports/2018/pdf/BTI_2018_ȱ
Somalia.pdf>ȱaccessedȱonȱ30ȱJune,ȱ2019.ȱ
43ȱIbidem,ȱp.ȱ3.ȱ
44ȱBeroukȱMesfin,ȱ“TheȱPoliticalȱDevelopmentȱofȱSomalilandȱandȱitsȱConflictȱwithȱPuntland”ȱ
inȱ Instituteȱ ofȱ Securityȱ Studies,ȱ 2009,ȱ p.ȱ 4ȱ <https://www.academia.edu/5723967/PostȬ
Transition_Somalia_Ingredients_for_PeaceȬbuilding>ȱaccessedȱonȱ5ȱAugust,ȱ2019.ȱ
45ȱAhmedȱMohamed,ȱ“Somaliȱpresidentȱquits”ȱ<https://www.reuters.com/article/usȬsomaliaȬ
president/somaliȬpresidentȬquitsȬidUSTRE4BS0TG200812292008>ȱ accessedȱonȱ 3ȱSeptember,ȱ
2019.ȱ
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resignȱafterȱ theȱKampalaȱAccordȱwasȱsignedȱ inȱ Juneȱ2011,ȱhisȱ resignationȱ
wasȱ metȱ withȱ angryȱ protestsȱ acrossȱ theȱ Somaliȱ capitalȱ Mogadishu.46ȱ
Moreover,ȱ betweenȱ 2013ȱ andȱ 2017,ȱ fightsȱ betweenȱ theȱ executiveȱ andȱ
legislativeȱcontinuedȱandȱbyȱ2015,ȱtheȱSFGȱadmittedȱthatȱuniversalȱelectionsȱ
wereȱnotȱpossible,ȱinstead,ȱthereȱwouldȱbeȱanȱindirectȱelectoralȱprocess.ȱTheȱ
processȱwouldȱinvolveȱ14,ȱ000ȱdelegatesȱselectedȱbyȱclanȱelders,ȱwhoȱwouldȱ
electȱ 275ȱ membersȱ ofȱ theȱ Lowerȱ Houseȱ ofȱ Parliament,ȱ andȱ regionalȱ
assembliesȱwouldȱnominateȱtheȱUpperȱHouse.ȱȱ

Thereȱhaveȱbeenȱ aȱvarietyȱ ofȱpeaceȱ agreementsȱ andȱ reconciliationȱ
conferencesȱ inȱ Somaliaȱ aimedȱ atȱ bringingȱ lastingȱ peace.ȱ Theseȱ peaceȱ
agreementsȱ andȱ conferencesȱ haveȱ failedȱ forȱ notȱ beingȱ inclusiveȱ enoughȱ
becauseȱ politiciansȱ haveȱ usedȱ themȱ asȱ avenuesȱ toȱ furtherȱ personalȱ
interests.47ȱSinceȱ theȱoutbreakȱofȱ theȱCivilȱWar,ȱ reconciliationȱ conferencesȱ
haveȱalsoȱbecomeȱaȱgoalȱinȱitselfȱbecauseȱprominentȱleadersȱdevelopȱoutȱofȱ
theseȱ conferencesȱ andȱ areȱ seenȱprimarilyȱ asȱ representativeȱofȱ theirȱ clans.ȱ
Othersȱ haveȱ usedȱ theȱ conferencesȱ toȱ createȱ factionsȱ simplyȱ toȱ generateȱ
supportȱandȱ increaseȱtheȱnumberȱofȱparticipantsȱ inȱpeaceȱconferencesȱandȱ
therebyȱprolongingȱconferences.ȱSomeȱhaveȱsimplyȱparticipatedȱasȱspoilersȱ
focusedȱonȱblockingȱtheȱambitionsȱofȱtheirȱrivals.48ȱȱ

Betweenȱ1994ȱandȱ2004,ȱwhenȱtheȱTransitionalȱFederalȱGovernmentȱ
ofȱSomaliaȱwasȱ formed,ȱ thereȱwereȱ severalȱagreementsȱandȱ reconciliationȱ
conferencesȱ whichȱ failedȱ toȱ beȱ implemented.ȱ Inȱ Octoberȱ 2002,ȱ aȱ
reconciliationȱ conferenceȱ heldȱ inȱ Eldoret,ȱ Kenyaȱ producedȱ aȱ ceasefireȱ
agreementȱsignedȱbyȱ24ȱfactionȱleaders.ȱTheȱagreementȱstipulatedȱtheȱneedȱ
toȱ createȱ aȱ federalȱ structure,ȱ reversingȱ unitaryȱ structuresȱ establishedȱ inȱ
previousȱ agreements.ȱ Threeȱ hundredȱ delegatesȱwereȱ presentȱ duringȱ thisȱ

46ȱ Voiceȱ ofȱ Africaȱ News,ȱ “Somaliȱ PMȱ Defiesȱ Kampalaȱ Accord,ȱ Refusesȱ toȱ Stepȱ Down”ȱ
<https://www.voanews.com/africa/somaliȬpmȬdefiesȬkampalaȬaccordȬrefusesȬstepȬ
down2011>ȱaccessedȱonȱ25ȱAugust,ȱ2019.ȱ
47Warsanȱ Cismaanȱ Saalaxȱ andȱ Abdulazizȱ Aliȱ Ibrahimȱ ‘Xildhiban’,ȱ “Somaliȱ Peaceȱ
AgreementsȱFuelingȱFactionalism”ȱinȱAccordȱConciliationȱResources,ȱno.ȱ21,ȱ2010,ȱp.ȱ32.ȱȱ
48ȱIbidem.ȱȱ
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processȱ thatȱ eventuallyȱ ledȱ toȱ theȱ agreementȱ whichȱ broughtȱ onȱ aȱ
Transitionalȱ Federalȱ Charterȱ andȱ theȱ selectionȱ ofȱ 275ȱ membersȱ ofȱ
parliamentȱwhoȱinȱturnȱelectedȱAbdullahiȱYusufȱasȱPresidentȱofȱtheȱTFGȱinȱ
Octoberȱ2004.49ȱȱ

AfterȱtheȱSomaliaȱTransitionalȱFederalȱGovernmentȱwasȱcreated,ȱtheȱ
internationalȱcommunity,ȱ throughȱ theȱUnitedȱNations,ȱ theȱAfricanȱUnion,ȱ
andȱunilateralȱactingȱmemberȱstatesȱprovidedȱtheȱneededȱsupportȱinȱorderȱ
toȱ ensureȱ thatȱ theȱ transitionȱ tookȱ placeȱ andȱ aȱ FederalȱGovernmentȱwasȱ
installedȱ inȱ 2013.ȱ Peacebuildingȱ sinceȱ thenȱ hasȱ beenȱ focusedȱ onȱ theȱ
establishmentȱ ofȱ aȱ solidȱ centralȱ governmentȱ throughȱ regainingȱ theȱ
monopolyȱonȱtheȱuseȱofȱforce.50ȱ

Whatȱhasȱbeenȱlargelyȱignoredȱinȱtheȱpeacebuildingȱlandscapeȱisȱtheȱ
arrayȱ ofȱ localȱ peacebuildingȱ initiativesȱwhichȱ haveȱ provenȱ successfulȱ inȱ
someȱ regionsȱ ofȱ Somalia,ȱ includingȱ inȱ theȱ Puntlandȱ administration,ȱ andȱ
selfȬdeclaredȱ independentȱ stateȱ Somaliland.ȱ Suchȱpeacebuildingȱhasȱbeenȱ
describedȱbyȱ someȱ scholarsȱasȱmoreȱ successfulȱ inȱbuildingȱdurableȱpeaceȱ
thanȱ theȱ moreȱ publicizedȱ andȱ financedȱ internationalȱ peacebuildingȱ
activities.51ȱ

ȱ
BackgroundȱtoȱtheȱSomaliaȱCivilȱWarȱȱȱ

Somalianȱ societyȱ isȱ madeȱ upȱ ofȱ kinshipȱ formationsȱ basedȱ onȱ aȱ
lineageȱ typeȱknownȱasȱaȱclan.ȱ Inȱ theȱclanȱsystem,ȱ identitiesȱofȱ individualsȱ
areȱ definedȱ byȱ genealogies.ȱ Thisȱmeansȱ thatȱ anȱ individualȱ isȱ identifiedȱ
basedȱ onȱ theȱ ancestorȱ she/heȱ canȱ beȱ tracedȱ to.52ȱ Theȱ clanȱ canȱ actȱ asȱ aȱ
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49ȱW.ȱC.ȱSaalaxȱandȱA.A.ȱIbrahimȱ‘Xildhiban’,ȱop.ȱcit.,ȱp.ȱ33.ȱ
50ȱStefanȱBrüne,ȱ“BaffledȱinȱMogadishu?ȱEurope,ȱtheȱUSAȱandȱtheȱInternationalȱCommunityȱ
inȱSomalia”ȱinȱFriedrichȱEbertȱStiftung,ȱ2015,ȱp.ȱ1.ȱ
51ȱPatȱJohnsonȱandȱRagheȱAbdirahman,ȱ“HowȱSomaliȬLedȱPeaceȱProcessesȱWork”ȱinȱAccordȱ
ConciliationȱResources,ȱ no.ȱ 21,ȱ 2010,ȱ p.ȱ 46;ȱ IbrahimȱAliȱAmberȱ ‘Oker’,ȱ “Communityȱ Peaceȱ
ProcessesȱinȱSouthȱCentralȱSomalia”,ȱinȱAccordȱConciliationȱResources,ȱno.ȱ21,ȱ2010,ȱp.ȱ55.ȱȱ
52ȱJoakimȱGundel,ȱ“ClansȱinȱSomalia”ȱinȱAustralianȱRedȱCross,ȱ2009,ȱpp.ȱ7Ȭ8.ȱȱȱȱ
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corporateȱ politicalȱ unitȱ andȱ haveȱ territorialȱ exclusiveness.53ȱ Aȱ uniqueȱ
featureȱofȱ theȱSomaliȱ societyȱ isȱ thatȱ clanȱmembersȱ areȱ identifiedȱbyȱ theirȱ
commonȱ agnaticȱ descentȱ asȱ opposedȱ toȱ identificationȱ byȱ territorialȱ
locations.ȱ Thereȱ areȱ littleȱ religiousȱ orȱ ethnicȱ crisesȱ inȱ Somalia,ȱ butȱ clanȱ
clashesȱhaveȱresultedȱinȱsomeȱofȱtheȱworseȱcrisesȱinȱtheȱcountry.54ȱSomaliaȱ
societyȱ hasȱ experiencedȱ conflictsȱ basedȱ onȱ clanȱ andȱ subȬclanȱ rivalryȱ thatȱ
leadȱ toȱ theȱmarginalizationȱofȱsomeȱclansȱevenȱbeforeȱ theȱoutbreakȱofȱ theȱ
SomaliaȱCivilȱWar.55ȱ

TheȱSomaliaȱCivilȱWarȱbrokeȱoutȱasȱaȱresultȱofȱtheȱauthoritarianȱruleȱ
ofȱ formerȱ presidentȱMuhamedȱ SiadȱBarreȱ interȱ alia.ȱBarreȱ ruledȱwithȱ anȱ
ironȱ fistȱ betweenȱ 1969ȱ andȱ 1991,ȱ inȱ aȱ regimeȱ basedȱ onȱ aȱ monolithicȱ
totalitarianȱ structure.56ȱ “Theȱ divideȬandȬruleȱ tacticsȱ ofȱ theȱ Barreȱ regimeȱ
pittedȱclansȱagainstȱeachȱotherȱandȱledȱtoȱaȱcompetitionȱforȱresourcesȱinȱanȱ
alreadyȱ resourceȬscarceȱenvironment”.57ȱLiteratureȱandȱcollectiveȱmemoryȱ
ofȱSomalisȱsuggestȱ thatȱclansȱhaveȱalwaysȱclashedȱoverȱ resourcesȱsuchȱasȱ
water,ȱ livestock,ȱ andȱ grazingȱ longȱ beforeȱ Somaliaȱ becameȱ aȱ sovereignȱ
state.58ȱTheseȱ conflictsȱwereȱ howeverȱ resolvedȱusingȱ aȱ Somaliȱ traditionalȱ
legalȱ systemȱknownȱasȱHaar,ȱwhereȱ traditionalȱ leadersȱwhereȱ responsibleȱ
forȱsettlingȱdisputes.ȱTheȱemergenceȱofȱtheȱsovereignȱnationȱstateȱhoweverȱ
broughtȱ aȱ differentȱ realityȱ whenȱ largeȱ populationsȱ migratedȱ toȱ urbanȱ
centersȱandȱtheȱtypeȱofȱresourcesȱchangedȱfromȱlivestockȱandȱwaterȱtoȱotherȱ
governmentȱresourcesȱincludingȱforeignȱaid.59ȱThisȱgaveȱtheȱpoliticalȱelitesȱ
theȱ incentiveȱ toȱ controlȱ theȱ stateȱ asȱ aȱmeansȱ toȱ controllingȱ theȱ nationsȱ

53ȱIbidem,ȱp.ȱ7.ȱ
54ȱAbdullahiȱAdan,ȱ“ClanȱPoliticsȱinȱSomalia:ȱConsequenceȱofȱCultureȱorȱColonialȱLegacy?”ȱ
inȱSomaliȱThinkȱTank,ȱno.ȱ12,ȱ2015,ȱp.ȱ1.ȱ
55ȱBelachewȱGebrewold,ȱAnatomyȱofȱViolence:ȱUnderstandingȱtheȱSystemȱofȱConflictȱandȱViolenceȱ
inȱAfrica,ȱSurrey,ȱAshgateȱPublishingȱCompany,ȱ2009.ȱ
56ȱIngiris,ȱop.ȱcit.,ȱ
57ȱP.ȱCamachoȱandȱI.ȱM.ȱAbukar,ȱop.ȱcit.,ȱp.ȱȱ7.ȱ
58ȱElmi,ȱBarise,ȱop.ȱcit.,ȱp.ȱ33.ȱ
59ȱIbidem.ȱ
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resources,ȱleadingȱtoȱwidespreadȱcorruptionȱinȱtheȱcivilȱservice,ȱpolice,ȱandȱ
otherȱgovernmentȱinstitutions.ȱ

GeneralȱSiadȱBarre’sȱregimeȱfurtherȱexacerbatedȱtheȱissue,ȱasȱheȱwasȱ
fixatedȱ onȱ controllingȱ andȱ consolidatingȱ hisȱ powerȱ toȱ theȱ benefitȱ ofȱ
membersȱofȱhisȱclan.60ȱThisȱbecameȱclearȱtoȱallȱSomalis;ȱoppositionȱgroupsȱ
wereȱoutlawed,ȱandȱnoȱoneȱcouldȱcriticizeȱtheȱmilitaryȱleaders.ȱAsȱaȱresult,ȱ
severalȱmilitaryȱofficers,ȱpredominantlyȱfromȱtheȱMajerteenȱclanȱattemptedȱ
aȱcoupȱagainstȱBarre.ȱTheseȱeventsȱledȱtoȱtheȱbeginningȱofȱtheȱSomaliaȱCivilȱ
WarȱasȱotherȱclansȱsuchȱasȱtheȱIsaaq,ȱOgaden,ȱHawiyeȱandȱDigilȱandȱMirifleȱ
alsoȱstartedȱoppositionȱgroupsȱinȱorderȱtoȱseizeȱpower.ȱ

Theȱ Somaliaȱ CivilȱWarȱ isȱ anȱ armedȱ conflictȱ thatȱ lastedȱ 22ȱ years,ȱ
fromȱ1991ȱtoȱ2013.ȱAtȱtheȱwakeȱofȱtheȱCivilȱWar,ȱtheȱSomaliȱArmyȱandȱallȱ
otherȱ militaryȱ forcesȱ disbanded,ȱ andȱ personnelȱ fromȱ theseȱ institutionsȱ
reconstitutedȱasȱclanȱmilitiaȱandȱregionalȱforcesȱallȱbattlingȱtoȱprotectȱtheirȱ
respectiveȱ interests.61ȱDuringȱ theȱ sameȱperiod,ȱnorthȱeasternȱSomaliaȱwasȱ
notȱ leftȱ outȱ ofȱ theȱ fighting,ȱ theȱ entireȱ countryȱ wasȱ divided,ȱ thoughȱ
Mogadishuȱwasȱ theȱmainȱbattlefield,ȱ farmlandsȱwereȱdestroyed,ȱ andȱ thisȱ
resultedȱinȱstarvationȱofȱSomalis.ȱSomaliaȱhadȱremainedȱinȱthisȱstateȱwhichȱ
hasȱbeenȱdescribedȱbyȱBertelsmannȱStiftung’sȱTransformationȱIndexȱasȱtheȱ
mostȱprotractedȱcaseȱofȱstatelessnessȱinȱtheȱworld.62ȱȱ

Militiasȱwhichȱhaveȱbeenȱcategorizedȱasȱterroristȱorganizationsȱwereȱ
alsoȱ formedȱalongȱclanȱ linesȱduringȱ theȱCivilȱWar,ȱamongstȱ themȱ includeȱ
AlȬShabaab,ȱHizbul,ȱ Raasȱ KaambooniȱAnoole/alȬFurqaan.ȱAȱ Transitionalȱ
FederalȱGovernmentȱ(TFG)ȱwasȱformedȱinȱ2004,ȱinȱneighboringȱKenya,ȱandȱ
enteredȱ Somaliaȱ inȱ 2005.ȱ Theȱ TFGȱ receivedȱ heavyȱ oppositionȱ fromȱ theȱ
IslamicȱUnionȱofȱCourtsȱ(IUC).ȱTheȱIUCȱfirstȱappearedȱinȱnorthȱMogadishuȱ
inȱ1994.ȱFoundedȱbyȱIslamicȱclericsȱofȱtheȱAbgalȱsubȬclanȱofȱHawiye,ȱaȱclanȱ
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describedȱasȱ theȱ largestȱandȱcurrentlyȱmostȱpowerfulȱclanȱ inȱSomalia.63ȱ Itȱ
wasȱcreatedȱtoȱbringȱorderȱtoȱSomaliaȱasȱaȱresultȱofȱtheȱabsenceȱofȱaȱcentralȱ
authorityȱandȱ theȱ consequentȱanarchyȱ thatȱ resultedȱ fromȱ theȱoutbreakȱofȱ
theȱSomaliaȱCivilȱWar.ȱȱ

Theȱ IUCȱconsistedȱofȱ severalȱcourtsȱgovernedȱbyȱShariaȱ laws.ȱTheȱ
violenceȱ thatȱ followedȱ theȱarrivalȱofȱ theȱTFGȱ toȱMogadishuȱ“dramaticallyȱ
underlinesȱtheȱbenefitsȱofȱtheȱbriefȱperiodȱofȱ‘Islamist’ȱauthorityȱinȱsouthernȱ
Somaliaȱ whichȱ alreadyȱ seemsȱ likeȱ aȱ ‘Goldenȱ Age’64ȱ withinȱ theȱ periodȱ
betweenȱ1994ȱandȱ2006ȱwhenȱ itȱwasȱdefeatedȱbyȱ theȱTFG.ȱRegionalȱactorsȱ
attemptedȱ toȱuniteȱ theȱTFGȱandȱ itsȱoppositionȱ theȱ IUCȱbutȱ talksȱ ledȱ toȱaȱ
deadlock.ȱWithȱ theȱ assistanceȱ ofȱ Ethiopia,ȱwhichȱ believedȱ thatȱ theȱ IUCȱ
clamoredȱforȱJihadȱ(HolyȱWar),ȱandȱtheȱinternationalȱcommunity,ȱtheȱTFGȱ
defeatedȱtheȱIUC.ȱTheȱIUC’sȱdefeatȱinȱ2007ȱeventuallyȱledȱtoȱtheȱcreationȱofȱ
AlȬShabaab.ȱAlȬShabaabȱremainsȱtheȱstrongestȱoppositionȱtoȱtheȱSFGȱtoday.ȱ

AlȬShabaabȱȱ
Theȱ stabilizationȱofȱSomalia,ȱ includingȱ theȱdefeatȱofȱAlȬShabaabȱ isȱ

primarilyȱaȱpoliticalȱproblem.65ȱThisȱisȱbecauseȱAlȬShabaab’sȱstrengthȱliesȱinȱ
itsȱabilityȱ toȱexploitȱ itsȱenemies’ȱweaknesses.ȱBetweenȱ2007ȱandȱ2009,ȱAlȬ
Shabaabȱ exploitedȱ widespreadȱ outrage,ȱ andȱ nationalistȱ rejectionȱ ofȱ
Ethiopia’sȱ occupationȱ ofȱ southernȱ Somalia.ȱ Thisȱ boostedȱ itsȱmembershipȱ
andȱsupportȱfromȱtheȱSomaliȱdiaspora.ȱEthiopiaȱandȱtheȱformerȱDemocraticȱ
Republicȱ ofȱ Somaliaȱ hadȱ beenȱ inȱ conflictȱ overȱ theȱ disputedȱ Ethiopianȱ
regionȱofȱOgadenȱduringȱtheȱColdȱWarȱperiodȱinȱtheȱOgadenȱWarȱoffensiveȱ
thatȱoccurredȱbetweenȱ Julyȱ1977ȱandȱMarchȱ1978.66ȱTheȱOgadenȱregionȱ inȱ
EthiopiaȱisȱcomposedȱofȱaȱsizableȱIslamicȱandȱSomaliȱethnicȱgroup.ȱEthiopiaȱ

63ȱCedricȱBarnesȱandȱHassanȱHarun,ȱ“TheȱRiseȱandȱFallȱofȱMogadishuȇsȱIslamicȱCourts”ȱ inȱ
JournalȱofȱEasternȱAfricanȱStudies,ȱno.ȱ1(2),ȱ2007,ȱpp.ȱ151Ȭ160.ȱ
64ȱIbidemȱȱ
65ȱM.ȱBryden,ȱop.ȱcit.,ȱp.ȱ12.ȱ
66ȱGebruȱ Tareke,ȱ “Theȱ EthiopiaȬSomaliȱWarȱ ofȱ 1977ȱ Revisited”ȱ inȱ Internationalȱ Journalȱ ofȱ
AfricanȱHistoricalȱStudies,ȱno.ȱ33(3),ȱ2000,ȱp.ȱ635.ȱ
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fearedȱanȱIslamicȱauthorityȱinȱSomaliaȱcouldȱradicalizeȱitsȱsizeableȱMuslimȱ
population.67ȱThisȱwarrantedȱEthiopia’sȱ involvementȱ inȱ theȱSomaliaȱCivilȱ
War,ȱandȱitsȱresultantȱinvasionȱofȱsouthernȱSomaliaȱinȱsupportȱofȱtheȱTFGȱ
whichȱwasȱableȱtoȱdefeatȱtheȱIUCȱinȱ2006.ȱAfterȱEthiopiaȱwithdrewȱinȱ2009,ȱ
AlȬShabaabȱlostȱitsȱappeal,ȱbutȱwasȱableȱtoȱcontinueȱraisingȱfundsȱfromȱitsȱ
controlȱ ofȱ theȱ southernȱ economy.ȱ Theȱ organizationȱ raisedȱ hundredsȱ ofȱ
millionsȱofȱdollarsȱbetweenȱ2009ȱandȱ2012.68ȱȱ

Itȱ canȱ beȱ observedȱ thatȱ theȱ Unitedȱ States,ȱ Ethiopia,ȱ andȱ otherȱ
unilaterallyȱ actingȱ Europeanȱ andȱ neighboringȱ state’sȱ fearȱ ofȱ Somaliaȱ
becomingȱaȱJihadistȱstateȱandȱbreedingȱgroundȱforȱterrorists,ȱasȱwellȱasȱtheȱ
consequentȱcreationȱofȱAlȬShabaabȱfromȱtheȱdefeatedȱIUCȱwasȱinformedȱbyȱ
negativeȱperceptionsȱformedȱaboutȱIslam.ȱEthiopia’sȱinvasionȱwasȱtooȱearlyȱ
becauseȱevenȱthoughȱtheȱIUCȱhadȱmanagedȱtoȱbringȱmoreȱpeaceȱwithinȱitsȱ
sixȱmonthsȱ ofȱ rulingȱ southernȱ Somalia,ȱ itsȱ introductionȱ ofȱ harshȱ Islamicȱ
lawsȱwasȱboundȱtoȱreduceȱitsȱpopularityȱinȱtheȱeyesȱofȱmanyȱSomalis.69ȱThisȱ
isȱbecauseȱtheȱveryȱnatureȱofȱSomalia’sȱsocietyȱmakesȱitȱimprobablyȱthatȱtheȱ
countryȱwouldȱbecomeȱunitedȱasȱaȱJihadistȱnation.70ȱȱ

ThereȱareȱvaryingȱviewsȱconcerningȱAlȬShabaabȱhowever,ȱandȱwhileȱ
typicalȱviewsȱ fromȱoutsideȱdescribeȱ theȱorganizationȱasȱstrictlyȱaȱ terroristȱ
organization,ȱaȱvarietyȱofȱsourcesȱprovideȱaȱmoreȱcomplexȱdimensionȱtoȱtheȱ
group.ȱȱ

TheȱnarrowȱviewȱofȱAlȬShabaabȱisȱrootedȱinȱtheȱfearȱofȱIslamȱwhichȱ
arguablyȱdevelopedȱasȱpartȱofȱ theȱ colonialȱmatrixȱofȱpowerȱdescribedȱbyȱ
Grosfoguel,71ȱwhichȱcreatedȱaȱspiritualȱhierarchyȱthatȱprivilegesȱChristiansȱ
overȱnonȬChristiansȱandȱisȱoperationalized,ȱaccordingȱtoȱCardinal,ȱthroughȱ
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69ȱSaidȱSamatarȱ“Theȱ IslamicȱCourtsȱandȱEthiopia’sȱInterventionȱ inȱSomali:ȱRedemptionȱorȱ
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aȱ“powerȱ toȱnarrate”ȱ thatȱexistsȱ inȱ theȱstructureȱofȱ theȱ internationalȱsphereȱ
whichȱgivesȱhegemonicȱsuperiorityȱ toȱ theȱEuropean,ȱmodern,ȱandȱ liberal.ȱ
Asȱaȱresult,ȱtheȱ‘Other’ȱasȱwellȱasȱtheȱ‘Other’s’ȱfateȱisȱdefinedȱthroughȱtheseȱ
epistemicȱandȱhistoricalȱnarratives72ȱȱ

EvenȱthoughȱterrorȱattacksȱbyȱSomaliȱJihadistsȱhaveȱbeenȱrelativelyȱ
few,ȱtheȱJihadȱcommunityȱfromȱSomaliaȱisȱreportedȱasȱaȱhighȬprofileȱJihad,ȱ
asȱaȱ result,ȱ theȱbroadȱperceptionȱ remainsȱ thatȱSomaliaȱ isȱaȱ Jihadȱcountry.ȱ
ThisȱstereotypeȱisȱbackedȱupȱbyȱtheȱfactȱthatȱSomaliaȱhasȱoneȱofȱtheȱlargestȱ
Jihadȱorganizationȱ inȱAfricaȱ (AlȬShabaab).ȱTheȱ resultȱofȱ theȱprevalenceȱofȱ
thisȱperspectiveȱisȱaȱdisregardȱforȱtheȱmainȱpurposeȱforȱtheȱformation,ȱandȱ
predominanceȱofȱtheȱorganizationȱbyȱmajorityȱofȱEuropeanȱscholars,ȱstates,ȱ
andȱ peacebuildersȱ engagedȱ inȱ Somalia.ȱ Thisȱ viewȱ alsoȱ informsȱ peaceȱ
operationsȱ andȱwhyȱ theȱ focusȱ hasȱ beenȱ onȱ eliminatingȱAlȬShabaabȱ andȱ
creatingȱ aȱ centralȱ governmentȱ withȱ theȱ monopolyȱ onȱ theȱ useȱ ofȱ force,ȱ
therebyȱ neglectingȱ aȱ politicalȱ solutionȱ outsideȱ theȱ notionȱ ofȱ aȱ sovereignȱ
nation.73ȱȱ

Otherȱ viewsȱ aboutȱ AlȬShabaabȱ seeȱ theȱ organizationȱ differently.74ȱ
LikeȱtheȱTaliban,ȱAlȬShabaabȱwasȱfocusedȱonȱbringingȱorderȱtoȱaȱwarȬtornȱ
andȱ anarchicȱ societyȱ throughȱ Islamicȱ laws.75ȱ Theȱ feelingȱ inȱ warȬtornȱ
southernȱ Somaliaȱ isȱ thatȱ “insecurityȱ underȱAlȬShabaabȱ isȱ farȱ betterȱ thanȱ
securityȱ underȱ theȱ SFGȱ becauseȱ ofȱ theȱ organization’sȱ abilityȱ toȱ createȱ

72ȱPierreȬAlexandreȱCardinal,ȱ“IslamȱBetweenȱModernityȱandȱColoniality;ȱAnȱ Internationalȱ
LegalȱHistoryȱofȱ Iranȱ fromȱ theȱLateȱQajarȱPeriodȱ toȱPahlavism”ȱ inȱFacultyȱofȱLaw,ȱMcGillȱ
University,ȱ Montreal,ȱ 2016,ȱ p.ȱ 6ȱ <http://digitool.library.mcgill.ca/R/Ȭ?func=dbinȬjumpȬ
full&amp;current_base=GEN01&amp;object_id=145363>ȱ accessedȱ onȱ 29ȱ July,ȱ 2019;ȱ
Grosfoguel,ȱop.ȱcit.,ȱp.ȱ11.ȱ
73ȱW.ȱLigawa,ȱG.ȱOkothȱ andȱ F.ȱMatanga,ȱ op.ȱ cit.;ȱ S.ȱBrüne,ȱ op.ȱ cit.,ȱ p.ȱ 1;ȱ SarahȱGraveline,ȱ
“AMISOMȱ andȱ Peaceȱ Supportȱ Operations:ȱ Lessonsȱ Learned”,ȱ Instituteȱ forȱ Defenseȱ
Analyses,ȱ2016ȱ<https://www.ida.org/idamedia/Corporate/.../africawatchȬNovemberȬ9Ȭ2016Ȭ
vol13.pdf>ȱaccessedȱonȱ21ȱJune,ȱ2019.ȱ
74ȱIngiris,ȱop.ȱcit.;ȱSolomonȱHussein,ȱ“SomaliaȇsȱAlȱShabaab:ȱClansȱvsȱIslamistȱnationalis”ȱinȱ
SouthȱAfricanȱ Journalȱ ofȱ InternationalȱAffairs,ȱno.ȱ21(3),ȱ2014,ȱpp.ȱ351Ȭ366;ȱAndrewȱHarding,ȱ
TheȱMayorȱ ofȱMogadishu:ȱAȱ storyȱ ofȱChaosȱ andȱRedemptionȱ inȱ theȱRuinsȱ ofȱ Somalia,ȱLondon:ȱ
Hurst,ȱ2016.ȱ
75ȱIbidem,ȱp.ȱ167.ȱȱ
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security,ȱ evenȱ inȱ theȱ areasȱ controlledȱbyȱ theȱSFG”.76ȱAlȬShabaabȱusesȱ theȱ
ideaȱofȱIslamicȱnationalismȱtoȱuniteȱSomaliȱclansȱbyȱreferringȱtoȱtheȱSFGȱasȱ
dabaȱ dhilifȱ (meaningȱ aȱ governmentȱ setȱ upȱ forȱ aȱ foreignȱ purpose).77ȱ Thisȱ
perspectiveȱhasȱgainedȱ someȱdegreeȱofȱ tractionȱamongȱSomalisȱasȱ Ingirisȱ
argues;ȱ theȱgovernmentȱauthoritiesȱstruggleȱonȱdailyȱbasisȱandȱareȱunableȱ
toȱshieldȱthemselvesȱandȱciviliansȱunderȱtheirȱterritoriesȱfromȱAlȬShabaab’sȱ
suicidalȱandȱambushȱattacks.78ȱTheȱSomaliȱPresident,ȱlikeȱhisȱpredecessors,ȱ
cannotȱfreelyȱleaveȱtheȱvillaȱwithoutȱheavyȱprotectionȱfromȱforeignȱsecurityȱ
forces.ȱThisȱhasȱbeenȱarguedȱtoȱdemonstrateȱtoȱtheȱSomaliȱlocalȱpopulationȱ
thatȱ theȱ governmentȱ derivesȱ itsȱ authorityȱ fromȱ externalȱ powersȱ andȱ notȱ
fromȱtheȱSomaliȱpublic.79ȱȱ
ȱ
SuccessfulȱLocalȱPeacebuildingȱȱ

Sinceȱ 1991,ȱ andȱ inȱ theȱ absenceȱ ofȱ aȱ centralȱ government,ȱ manyȱ
successfulȱreconciliationȱagreementsȱhaveȱtakenȱplaceȱatȱlocalȱandȱregionalȱ
levelsȱwithinȱ Somalia.80ȱTheseȱ agreementsȱhaveȱprovenȱmoreȱ sustainableȱ
thanȱtheȱbetterȱresourcedȱandȱpublicizedȱnationalȱreconciliationȱconferencesȱ
sponsoredȱ byȱ theȱ internationalȱ community.ȱ FromȱmicroȬlevelȱ traditionalȱ
peacebuildingȱandȱreconciliationȱbetweenȱclans,ȱandȱwithinȱsmallȱinterclanȱ
communitiesȱ inȱsouthȬcentralȱSomalia,ȱ toȱremarkableȱpeacebuildingȱ inȱ theȱ
Puntlandȱ administrationȱ andȱ theȱ secededȱ Somalilandȱ region,ȱ traditionalȱ
mechanismsȱ haveȱ provenȱ effectiveȱ andȱ credibleȱ inȱ theȱ eyesȱ ofȱ manyȱ
Somalis.ȱȱȱ

Althoughȱ Southernȱ Somaliaȱ hasȱ remainedȱ relativelyȱ unstableȱ
comparedȱ toȱnorthernȱpartsȱ likeȱPuntlandȱandȱSomaliland,ȱ thereȱhasȱbeenȱ
someȱ considerableȱ successesȱwithȱ regardsȱ toȱ localȱpeaceȱprocessesȱwhichȱ
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haveȱprovenȱeffectiveȱ inȱmanagingȱsecurityȱ inȱsomeȱpartsȱofȱsouthȬcentralȱ
Somalia.81ȱ However,ȱ hardȬwonȱ localȱ peaceȱ accordsȱ reachedȱ throughȱ
traditionalȱ conflictȱ resolutionȱ mechanismsȱ inȱ thisȱ regionȱ wereȱ alwaysȱ
vulnerableȱ toȱbeingȱunderminedȱbyȱarmedȱ factions,ȱbusinessȱ leadersȱandȱ
otherȱpowerfulȱlocalȱactors.ȱ

Forȱexample,ȱearlierȱinȱtheȱSomaliȱCivilȱWar,ȱaȱ1993ȱBardhereȱpeaceȱ
conferenceȱ wasȱ initiatedȱ byȱ eldersȱ ofȱ theȱ DigilȬMirifleȱ clanȱ inȱ Bayȱ andȱ
Bakoolȱregions,ȱandȱtheȱeldersȱofȱtheȱMarehanȱclan,ȱinȱaȱbidȱtoȱendȱfightingȱ
overȱpastureȱ andȱwaterȱ resources.ȱTheseȱ communitiesȱhaveȱ continuedȱ toȱ
coȬexistȱ harmoniouslyȱ andȱ theȱ Bardhereȱ agreementȱ hasȱ beenȱ referredȱ toȱ
wheneverȱ conflictingȱmattersȱ ariseȱ betweenȱ theȱ communities.82ȱ Anotherȱ
exampleȱofȱ successfulȱmicroȱ levelȱpeacebuildingȱ isȱ thatȱbroughtȱaboutȱbyȱ
theȱconflictȱofȱ territoryȱ inȱ theȱ1990sȱoverȱ theȱvillageȱofȱKulanȱ Jareer,ȱnearȱ
Baidoa,ȱ andȱ itsȱ surroundingȱ grazingȱ land.ȱ Theȱ landȱ wasȱ traditionallyȱ
sharedȱbyȱ theȱ JironȱandȱHadameȱsubȬclansȱofȱ theȱDigilȬMirifleȱclan.83ȱTheȱ
clashȱ betweenȱ bothȱ groupsȱ endedȱ inȱ 1994,ȱ afterȱ traditionalȱ andȱ religiousȱ
leadersȱ cameȱ togetherȱ toȱ supportȱ aȱ reconciliationȱ processȱ toȱ restoreȱ
harmony.ȱ Betweenȱ Februaryȱ 2006ȱ toȱ Februaryȱ 2007,ȱ aȱ peaceȱ agreementȱ
betweenȱSa’adȱandȱSalemanȱsubȬclansȱendedȱtheȱprotractedȱviolentȱconflictȱ
betweenȱtheȱtwoȱgroupsȱinȱGalgududȱandȱSouthȱMudug.84ȱȱ

PeacebuildingȱinȱtheȱPuntlandȱAdministrationȱȱ
PuntlandȱStateȱwasȱformedȱinȱ1998ȱandȱclaimsȱaȱwiderȱterritoryȱthanȱ

theȱhistoricalȱ“NortheastȱRegions”.85ȱ Itȱ incorporatesȱpartsȱofȱSool,ȱSanaagȱ
andȱ Togdheerȱ toȱ theȱwest,ȱ butȱ itsȱ claimsȱ toȱ theseȱwesternȱ territoriesȱ areȱ

81ȱI.ȱA.ȱAmberȱ‘Oker’,ȱop.ȱcit.,ȱp.ȱ51.ȱ
82ȱIbidem,ȱp.ȱ53.ȱ
83ȱIbidem,ȱp.ȱ54.ȱ
84ȱIbidem.ȱ
85ȱInterpeaceȱandȱtheȱPuntlandȱDevelopmentȱResearchȱCenter,ȱ“TheȱPuntlandȱExperience:ȱAȱ
BottomȬupȱApproachȱtoȱPeaceȱandȱStateȱBuilding,ȱPeaceȱInitiativesȱinȱPuntlandȱ1991Ȭ2007”,ȱ
2008,ȱ p.ȱ 22ȱ <http://www.interpeace.org/images/pdf/the_search_for_peace_pdrc.pdf>ȱ
accessedȱonȱ25ȱAugust,ȱ2019.ȱ
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contestedȱ byȱ Somaliland.ȱ TheȱHartiȱ clansȱ alsoȱ inhabitȱ areasȱ ofȱ southernȱ
Somalia,ȱ notablyȱ inȱ theȱ Lowerȱ Jubaȱ regionȱ andȱ Kismayo,ȱ theȱ regionalȱ
capital,ȱwhereȱ theyȱmigratedȱ inȱ theȱ 19thȱ century,ȱ asȱwellȱ asȱ theȱ adjacentȱ
areaȱ ofȱWardheerȱ inȱ easternȱEthiopia.ȱAccordingȱ toȱ theȱ Puntland’sȱ FiveȬ
YearȱDevelopmentȱPlan,ȱ“Puntland’sȱvisionȱisȱaȱstrongȱandȱsecureȱPuntlandȱ
StateȱwithinȱtheȱSomaliȱFederalȱSystem,ȱpreservingȱitsȱIslamicȱandȱculturalȱ
heritage,ȱ developingȱ humanȱ resources,ȱ preservingȱ theȱ environment,ȱ andȱ
exploitingȱnaturalȱresourcesȱequitablyȱandȱsustainably”.86ȱȱ

Aȱnumberȱ ofȱ factorsȱ aidedȱ stabilizationȱ inȱ theȱnortheastȱ regionȱofȱ
SomaliaȱknownȱasȱPuntland,ȱtheseȱfactorsȱinclude;ȱtheȱreversalȱofȱtheȱbrainȱ
drainȱtoȱtheȱsouthȱoverȱtheȱpreviousȱtwoȱdecadesȱsinceȱtheȱstartȱofȱtheȱCivilȱ
War.87ȱManyȱ peopleȱwhoȱ hadȱ fledȱ toȱ theȱ northeastȱ broughtȱ professionalȱ
experiencesȱwithȱ them,ȱ theyȱwereȱknownȱasȱ“DowladȱKuȱNoo”ȱmeaningȱ
governmentȱ dependents,ȱ becauseȱ theyȱ wereȱ formallyȱ technocratsȱ andȱ
militaryȱpersonalȱofȱtheȱformerȱSomaliȱadministration.ȱTheirȱexperiencesȱinȱ
governanceȱ helpedȱ inȱ theȱ evolutionȱ ofȱ localȱ governmentȱ structuresȱ inȱ
Puntland.ȱSecondly,ȱdespiteȱ theȱ conflictingȱ factions,ȱ clanȱpolitics,ȱandȱ theȱ
boomingȱunregulatedȱeconomy,ȱPuntlandȱremainedȱrelativelyȱcalm.ȱ

ȱ
SomalilandȱandȱIndigenousȱPeacebuildingȱȱȱ
Inȱ allȱ this,ȱ northernȱ Somaliaȱ hasȱ developedȱ differentlyȱ afterȱ

declaringȱ itsȱ independenceȱ inȱ 1991.ȱThisȱ regionȱ hasȱdevelopedȱ aȱmodestȱ
capacityȱtoȱgovernȱandȱstriveȱtoȱreachȱdemocratization,ȱbutȱitȱhasȱnotȱbeenȱ
givenȱ internationalȱ recognition.88ȱ Somalilandȱ wasȱ theȱ formerȱ Britishȱ
colonizedȱpartȱofȱSomaliaȱwhichȱmergedȱvoluntarilyȱwithȱItalianȱcolonizedȱ
SomaliaȱtoȱformȱtheȱDemocraticȱRepublicȱofȱSomaliaȱinȱaȱunionȱthatȱledȱtoȱ
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Somalilandȱ beingȱ excludedȱ fromȱ governance.89ȱAccordingȱ toȱMesfinȱ oneȱ
reasonȱ forȱ theȱ breakdownȱ ofȱ Somalia’sȱ societyȱ isȱ thatȱ theȱ civilianȱ
democracyȱofȱgreaterȱSomaliaȱwasȱpoorlyȱadaptedȱtoȱtheȱclanȬbasedȱnatureȱ
ofȱ Somaliȱ politicsȱ andȱ asȱ aȱ result,ȱ southernȱ Somaliaȱ stillȱ remainsȱ
comparativelyȱunstable,ȱandȱ thisȱprovidedȱ theȱ incentiveȱ forȱSomalilandȱ toȱ
seekȱ itsȱ independence.90ȱ Inȱ 1991,ȱ Somalilandȱ emergedȱ asȱ anȱ autonomousȱ
entityȱafterȱunilaterallyȱdeclaringȱitsȱindependenceȱfromȱtheȱrestȱofȱSomalia.ȱ
Overȱtheȱyearsȱsinceȱitsȱindependence,ȱSomalilandȱhasȱmanagedȱtoȱdisplayȱ
aȱ measureȱ ofȱ peaceȱ andȱ stabilityȱ achievedȱ throughȱ successiveȱ clanȱ
conferencesȱthatȱhaveȱbeenȱableȱtoȱestablishedȱrelativelyȱviableȱinstitutionsȱ
whichȱ pavedȱ theȱ pathȱ forȱ reconstructionȱ ofȱ anȱ entityȱmainlyȱ employingȱ
localȱresources.91ȱInȱallȱthisȱlocalȱpeacebuildingȱsuccess,ȱthereȱhasȱbeenȱlittleȱ
helpȱ fromȱ theȱ internationalȱ communityȱ inȱ termsȱ ofȱ financialȱ assistance.ȱ
“WithȱtheȱexceptionȱofȱsomeȱveryȱlimitedȱlogisticalȱsupportȱforȱtheȱBoramaȱ
conference,ȱtheȱUNȱandȱotherȱagenciesȱdidȱnotȱprovideȱsupportȱforȱ(inȱfactȱ
opposed)ȱmanyȱsuccessfulȱlocalȱlevelȱinitiatives.”.92ȱ

Someȱ ofȱ theȱ notableȱ locallyȱ developedȱ institutionsȱ thatȱ wereȱ
significantȱ forȱ Somaliland’sȱ relativelyȱ peacefulȱ transitionȱ includeȱ theȱ
participationȱofȱclanȱeldersȱ inȱpoliticsȱ throughȱ theȱcouncilȱofȱeldersȱcalledȱ
theȱGuurti,ȱtheȱGuurtiȱparticipatedȱinȱaȱpoliticalȱsystemȱestablishedȱinȱ1993ȱ
knownȱ asȱ theȱBeel,ȱmeaningȱ clanȱ orȱ community.ȱThisȱwasȱ regardedȱ asȱ aȱ
fusionȱ ofȱ traditionalȱ andȱ westernȱ governanceȱ structuresȱ intoȱ aȱ hybridȱ
structure.ȱSomalilandȱclanȱeldersȱwhereȱchosenȱbyȱ“virtueȱofȱtheirȱpersonalȱ
attributesȱ suchȱ asȱ age,ȱ expertiseȱ inȱ theȱ politicalȱ artsȱ ofȱ compromiseȱ andȱ

89ȱ IsmailȱAhmed,ȱ “TheȱHeritageȱ ofȱWarȱ andȱ Stateȱ Collapseȱ inȱ Somaliaȱ andȱ Somaliland:ȱ
LocalȬlevelȱEffects,ȱExternalȱInterventionsȱandȱReconstruction”ȱinȱThirdȱWorldȱQuarterly,ȱno.ȱ
2(1),ȱ1999,ȱp.ȱ116.ȱ
90ȱMesfin,ȱop.ȱcit.,ȱp.ȱ4.ȱ
91ȱIbidem,ȱp.ȱ1.ȱ
92ȱI.ȱAhmed,ȱop.ȱcit.,ȱp.ȱ124.ȱȱȱ
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persuasion,ȱpowersȱofȱoratory,ȱskillȱasȱaȱpoet,ȱ religiousȱknowledge,ȱpiety,ȱ
wealth,ȱgenerosity,ȱcourageȱandȱreputationsȱforȱfairness”.93ȱȱ

ThereȱwasȱalsoȱtheȱentrenchmentȱofȱtheȱuseȱofȱXeer,ȱaȱtraditionalȱandȱ
unwrittenȱ lawȱ ofȱ socialȱ conductȱ amongȱ theȱ clansȱ ofȱ Somalilandȱ inȱ
accordanceȱwithȱtheirȱtraditionsȱandȱIslamicȱprinciplesȱasȱtheȱbasisȱforȱlawȱ
andȱorder.ȱ

Despiteȱ thisȱ relativelyȱ successfulȱ indigenousȱ peacebuilding,ȱ theȱ
internationalȱcommunityȱhasȱfailedȱtoȱrecognizeȱSomalilandȱasȱaȱsovereignȱ
state.ȱTheȱAfricaȱUnionȱ fearsȱ recognizingȱSomalilandȱbecauseȱ recognitionȱ
mightȱresultȱ inȱ theȱopeningȱofȱaȱpandora’sȱboxȱofȱsecessionistȱmovementsȱ
acrossȱ theȱ continent.94ȱ Theȱ “establishedȱ premiseȱ forȱ theȱ internationalȱ
recognitionȱ ofȱ secessionistȱ statesȱ isȱ thatȱ theyȱmustȱ firstȱbeȱ recognizedȱbyȱ
regionalȱ bodies”,ȱ andȱ theȱ Africanȱ Unionȱ isȱ theȱ regionalȱ bodyȱ thatȱ
Somalilandȱ considers.95ȱ ȱ Theȱ Africaȱ Union’sȱ fearȱ ofȱ aȱ backlashȱ ofȱ

secessionistȱacrossȱtheȱcontinentȱcanȱbeȱlinkedȱtoȱwhatȱZondi96ȱdescribedȱasȱ
aȱ lackȱofȱ imagination,ȱcourage,ȱandȱrevolutionaryȱconsciousnessȱbyȱAfricaȱ
politicalȱelitesȱtoȱtranscendȱtheȱconceptȱofȱtheȱsovereignȱnationȱstate.ȱȱ
ȱ
Conclusionȱ

Peacebuildingȱ inȱ Somaliaȱ todayȱ isȱ focusedȱ onȱ restoringȱ aȱ centralȱ
authorityȱ toȱ aȱ federalȱ sovereignȱ stateȱ ofȱ Somaliaȱ throughȱ creatingȱ aȱ
monopolyȱ ofȱ theȱuseȱ ofȱ force.97ȱForȱ thisȱ toȱbeȱ successful,ȱ theȱ SFGȱwouldȱ
needȱ toȱ firstȱ gainȱ theȱ trustȱ ofȱ theȱ variousȱ clansȱ inȱ Somaliaȱ andȱ buildȱ aȱ
SomaliaȱNationalȱArmyȱandȱotherȱlawȱenforcementȱagenciesȱthatȱwouldȱbeȱ
loyalȱtoȱit.ȱItȱalsoȱrequiresȱaȱstrongȱnationalȱidentityȱthatȱsupersedesȱthatȱofȱ
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theȱ clanȱ identityȱ thatȱ definesȱ Somaliȱ politics.98ȱ Theȱ SFGȱ howeverȱ facesȱ
difficultȱchallengesȱinȱthisȱregard,ȱasȱtheȱlegitimacyȱofȱtheȱgovernmentȱisȱinȱ
doubtȱbyȱSomaliȱcitizens.99ȱThisȱisȱapparentȱinȱtheȱfactȱthatȱAMISONȱisȱtheȱ
majorȱsecurityȱforceȱstandingȱinȱtheȱwayȱofȱmilitiaȱforcesȱfromȱtakingȱoverȱ
Mogadishu.100ȱ Theȱ unrepresentativeȱ natureȱ ofȱ peaceȱ agreementsȱ isȱ oneȱ

probableȱreasonȱforȱthis,101ȱasȱitȱhasȱledȱtoȱtheȱestablishmentȱofȱtheȱSomaliaȱ
FederalȱGovernment,ȱwhichȱmanyȱ Somalis,ȱ includingȱ theȱ Islamicȱmilitiaȱ
groupȱAlȬShabaabȱbelieveȱ isȱ aȱgovernmentȱ installedȱbyȱ foreignersȱwithȱ aȱ
foreignȱagenda.ȱȱ

Theȱaboveȱcanȱbeȱepistemologicallyȱlinkedȱtoȱaȱbiasȱofȱpeacebuildersȱ
towardsȱmaintainingȱ sovereignȱarrangements.ȱ Itȱcanȱbeȱobservedȱ thatȱ theȱ
epistemicȱ biasȱ towardsȱ maintainingȱ sovereignȱ arrangementsȱ byȱ
peacebuildersȱ manifestsȱ practicallyȱ inȱ severalȱ ways;ȱ firstly,ȱ throughȱ
stereotypesȱheldȱaboutȱSomalia,ȱfixationȱonȱestablishingȱaȱcentralȱauthority,ȱ
theȱdominanceȱofȱtheȱ‘victors’ȱpeace’,ȱtheȱAfricaȱUnionsȱlackȱofȱimaginationȱ
toȱ identifyȱ solutionsȱ outsideȱ sovereignȱ arrangementsȱ andȱ Somaliaȱ
nationalistȱapproachȱforȱaȱunitedȱSomaliaȱwhichȱisȱbasedȱonȱtheȱconceptȱofȱ
Westphaliaȱsovereignty.ȱȱ

Itȱ isȱ theȱpositionȱ inȱ thisȱresearchȱ thatȱepistemologically,ȱcolonialityȱ
ofȱ knowledgeȱ andȱ knowledgeȱ productionȱ ledȱ toȱ theȱ definitionȱ ofȱ
“sovereignty”ȱ andȱ subsequentlyȱ thatȱ ofȱ theȱ “sovereignȱ nationȱ state”ȱ
followingȱEurope’sȱ30ȱyears’ȱwarȱandȱtheȱsubsequentȱimperialȱconquestȱofȱ
theȱworldȱandȱtheftȱofȱworldȱhistory.102ȱTheȱhistoricalȱimplicationsȱofȱtheseȱ
areȱmanifold,ȱasȱitȱledȱtoȱformationsȱofȱheterarchicalȱstructuresȱdescribedȱasȱ
theȱ colonialȱ matrixȱ ofȱ power.ȱ Inȱ SubȬSaharanȱ Africa,ȱ andȱ specificallyȱ
Somalia,ȱseveralȱmanifestationsȱofȱepistemicȱcolonialitiesȱonȱpeacebuildingȱ

98ȱCamacho,ȱAbukar,ȱop.ȱcit.ȱp.ȱ7.ȱ
99ȱIngiris,ȱop.ȱcit.,ȱp.ȱ513;ȱHussein,ȱop.ȱcit.,ȱp.ȱ352.ȱ
100ȱS.ȱGraveline,ȱop.ȱcit.ȱ
101ȱSaalax,ȱIbrahimȱ‘Xildhiban’,ȱop.ȱcit.,ȱp.ȱ32.ȱ
102ȱNdlovuȬGatsheni,ȱop.ȱcit.,ȱp.ȱ38.ȱ
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canȱbeȱobserved.ȱInȱthisȱsectionȱthisȱwillȱbeȱexplainedȱfurtherȱinȱrelationsȱtoȱ
theȱcolonialȱmatrixȱofȱpower.ȱȱ

Colonializationȱdidȱnotȱstartȱorȱendȱwithȱcolonialȱadministration,ȱitȱ
broughtȱ severalȱ heterarchicalȱ structuresȱ withȱ it.ȱ Heȱ describedȱ themȱ asȱ
heterachiesȱ becauseȱ theyȱ “moveȱ usȱ beyondȱ closedȱ hierarchiesȱ intoȱ aȱ
languageȱ ofȱ complexity,ȱ openȱ systems,ȱ entanglementȱ ofȱ multipleȱ andȱ
heterogeneousȱhierarchies,ȱstructuralȱlevels,ȱandȱstructuringȱlogics”.103ȱȱ

Grosfoguelȱ(2011)ȱdescribedȱfifteenȱdifferentȱhierarchies,ȱbutȱforȱtheȱ
sakeȱofȱ thisȱ study,ȱ thoseȱ relevantȱ andȱ affectingȱpeacebuildingȱ inȱ Somaliaȱ
include,ȱ interȱalia;ȱepistemicȱhierarchiesȱ thatȱprivilegeȱwesternȱknowledgeȱ
overȱ nonwesternȱ knowledge,ȱ aȱ globalȱ mediaȱ hierarchyȱ thatȱ privilegesȱ
westernȱ mediaȱ overȱ others,ȱ andȱ spiritualȱ hierarchyȱ thatȱ privilegesȱ
ChristiansȱoverȱnonȬChristians.104ȱȱ

Becauseȱ ofȱ theȱ colonialȱ matrixȱ ofȱ power,ȱ whichȱ privilegesȱ
everythingȱEuropean,ȱthereȱ isȱaȱneglectȱforȱ indigenousȱmethodsȱandȱ ideasȱ
toȱconflictȱresolutionȱinȱSomalia.ȱNeglectingȱindigenousȱmethodsȱandȱideasȱ
forȱ peacebuildingȱ leavesȱ aȱ void,ȱ thereforeȱ givingȱ roomȱ forȱ aȱ focusȱ onȱ
modelingȱ theȱ liberalȱ democraticȱ systemȱ andȱ replicatingȱ theȱ centralȱ
authorityȱ thatȱ existȱ inȱ liberalȱ democraticȱ states.ȱ Thisȱ isȱ regardlessȱ ofȱ theȱ
ontologicalȱrealitiesȱthatȱareȱpresentȱ inȱSubȬSaharanȱAfrica,ȱandȱspecificȱtoȱ
thisȱresearch,ȱSomalia.ȱTheȱkindȱofȱliberalȱdemocracyȱthatȱisȱintendedȱtoȱbeȱ
createdȱisȱlikelyȱtoȱleadȱtoȱseveralȱsideȱeffects,ȱasȱaȱresultȱofȱitsȱexclusionaryȱ
methodologyȱofȱobjectivityȱandȱmajorityȱrule.105ȱȱ

Althoughȱ liberalȱdemocracyȱ isȱmeantȱ toȱbeȱ raciallyȱ andȱ ethnicallyȱ
inclusive,ȱ itȱworksȱ bestȱ inȱpoliticalȱunitsȱ thatȱ areȱ homogenous.106ȱLiberalȱ
democraciesȱ inȱAfricaȱ areȱproblematicȱ becauseȱ loyaltiesȱ toȱ ethnicȱ groupsȱ
(clansȱ inȱ Somalia’sȱ case),ȱ “haveȱ inhibitedȱ democraticȱ consolidationȱ andȱ

103ȱGrosfoguel,ȱop.ȱcit.,ȱp.ȱ11.ȱȱȱ
104ȱIbidem,ȱp.ȱ10.ȱ
105ȱT.ȱLeon,ȱop.ȱcit.ȱ
106ȱJerryȱMuller,ȱ“TheȱEnduringȱPowerȱofȱEthnicȱNationalism”ȱinȱForeignȱAffairs,ȱno.ȱ87(501),ȱ
2008,ȱp.ȱ18.ȱ



IgbaȱAjogwuȱSamuel,ȱCoriȱWielengaȱ
�

�

110

politicalȱaccommodationȱofȱminorities,ȱasȱaȱresult,ȱpoliticsȱofȱidentityȱendsȱ
upȱ trumpingȱpoliticsȱofȱ interests”;ȱ interestsȱbecomesȱcollectiveȱ interestsȱofȱ
oneȱethnicȱgroupȱagainstȱtheȱother.107ȱThisȱmakesȱitȱeasyȱforȱpoliticalȱpartiesȱ
whoȱenjoyȱoverwhelmingȱmajorityȱtoȱchangeȱconstitutionalȱedificesȱthatȱareȱ
meantȱ toȱ counterȱ overconcentrationȱ ofȱ powerȱ andȱmarginalization.ȱ Theȱ
breakdownȱofȱSomaliaȱ inȱ theȱ firstȱplaceȱ cameȱ aboutȱbecauseȱ theȱSomaliaȱ
clanȬbasedȱ politicsȱ couldȱ notȱ adaptȱ toȱ democratization.108ȱ Longȱ afterȱ theȱ
breakȱdownȱofȱSomalia’sȱsocietyȱinȱ1991,ȱpoliticsȱremainsȱmarredȱbyȱaȱlackȱ
ofȱ unifiedȱ nationalȱ visionȱ betweenȱ Somaliȱ politiciansȱ andȱ leadersȱ
observableȱinȱtheȱclashesȱbetweenȱtheȱdifferentȱgovernmentsȱthatȱcameȱintoȱ
powerȱ sinceȱ 2002.109ȱThereȱ isȱ alsoȱ aȱ largeȱ populationȱ ofȱ Somalisȱ thatȱ areȱ
disgruntled,ȱ andȱmoreȱ confidentȱ inȱAlȬShabaabȱ andȱmilitiaȱ groupsȱ thanȱ
theyȱareȱinȱtheȱSFG.110ȱȱ

Inȱadditionȱtoȱchallengesȱthatȱaccompaniesȱ liberalȱdemocracies,ȱtheȱ
heterarchicalȱ structureȱ createdȱ byȱ theȱ colonialȱmatrixȱ ofȱ powerȱ leadsȱ toȱ
severalȱ implicationsȱ forȱ internationalȱ aidȱ andȱ support.ȱ Itȱ resultsȱ inȱ
artificiallyȱcreatedȱcentralȱauthoritiesȱ thatȱbecomeȱattractiveȱforȱ individualȱ
materialȱ benefitsȱ andȱ notȱ forȱ theȱ goodȱ ofȱ society.ȱ Theȱ emergenceȱ ofȱ theȱ
sovereignȱ nationȱ stateȱ ofȱ Somaliaȱ broughtȱ aȱ differentȱ realityȱwhenȱ largeȱ
populationsȱmigratedȱtoȱurbanȱcentersȱasȱresourcesȱchangedȱfromȱlivestockȱ
andȱ water,ȱ toȱ naturalȱ resourcesȱ andȱ foreignȱ aid.111ȱ Foreignȱ aidȱ andȱ
concentrationȱ ofȱ politicalȱ powersȱ inȱ theȱ centerȱ givesȱ politicalȱ elitesȱ theȱ
incentiveȱ toȱ controlȱ theȱ stateȱ andȱ thisȱ leadsȱ toȱ corruptionȱ andȱ
mismanagementȱofȱfunds.112ȱȱ

Onȱ theȱ otherȱ hand,ȱ withoutȱ internationalȱ intervention,ȱ aidȱ orȱ
assistance,ȱSomaliland,ȱdifferentȱfromȱSouthȱCentralȱSomaliaȱhasȱbeenȱableȱ
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toȱ chartȱ aȱpathȱ towardsȱ longȱ termȱpeace.113ȱEvenȱ thoughȱ itȱhasȱnotȱbeenȱ
givenȱ recognitionȱ byȱ theȱ internationalȱ community,ȱ throughȱ indigenousȱ
administrativeȱ formationsȱ andȱ contributionsȱ ofȱ localȱ businessmenȱ whoȱ
haveȱ arguablyȱ minimumȱ otherȱ interestsȱ besidesȱ developingȱ theirȱ state,ȱ
Somalilandȱ hasȱ beenȱdescribedȱ asȱ relativelyȱ stableȱ comparedȱwithȱ Southȱ
CentralȱSomaliaȱandȱotherȱpartsȱofȱSomaliaȱasȱaȱwhole.ȱPuntlandȱhasȱalsoȱ
beenȱ ableȱ toȱ developȱ localȱ administrativeȱ structuresȱ thatȱ haveȱ provenȱ
effective.ȱ Somalilandȱ andȱ Puntland’sȱ successfulȱ peacebuildingȱ leavesȱ anȱ
imperativeȱforȱfurtherȱprobingȱandȱresearchȱintoȱtheȱimpactȱofȱinternationalȱ
aidȱandȱinterventionsȱinȱconflictsȱbecauseȱtheseȱtwoȱentitiesȱhaveȱachievedȱ
peacebuildingȱsuccessȱwithȱminimumȱinternationalȱsupport,ȱwhereas,ȱmostȱ
ofȱsouthernȱSomaliaȱwithȱallȱtheȱinternationalȱinterventionȱandȱsupportȱhasȱ
remainedȱinȱaȱvolatileȱstate.114ȱȱ

Decolonialȱ scholarsȱ suggestȱ aȱ decolonialȱ peaceȱ thatȱ takesȱ intoȱ
accountȱ theȱ colonialȱ legacyȱ andȱ challengesȱ theȱ fixationȱ onȱ maintainingȱ
sovereignȱ arrangementsȱ createdȱ byȱ aȱ historyȱ ofȱ colonialismȱ andȱ
coloniality.115ȱTheseȱ scholarsȱ suggestȱaȱ transformationȱofȱ colonialȱ legaciesȱ
butȱfailȱtoȱgoȱfurtherȱthanȱsuggestingȱthisȱtransformedȱcolonialȱlegacy.ȱȱ

Thisȱresearchȱarguesȱthatȱwhatȱisȱrequiredȱinȱtermsȱofȱtransformingȱ
colonialȱ legaciesȱ isȱaȱ constructionȱofȱaȱ termȱdifferentȱ fromȱ theȱ ‘sovereignȱ
nationȱ state’ȱ thatȱ canȱ bestȱ describeȱ whatȱ SubȬSaharanȱ Africa’sȱ currentȱ
realitiesȱare.ȱBearingȱinȱmindȱtheȱdiversityȱofȱSubȬSaharanȱAfrica,ȱandȱthatȱ
sovereigntyȱ isȱgivenȱ legalityȱbyȱ theȱ internationalȱ community,ȱaȱ termȱ thatȱ
bestȱdescribesȱcurrentȱrealitiesȱisȱaȱstartingȱpointȱtoȱdevelopingȱaȱdecolonialȱ
systemȱ thatȱ transcendsȱ colonialȱ legacies.ȱ Decolonizationȱ ofȱ knowledgeȱ
wouldȱ requireȱ usȱ toȱ takeȱ seriouslyȱ theȱ epistemicȱ
perspective/cosmologies/insightsȱofȱcriticalȱthinkersȱfromȱtheȱGlobalȱSouthȱ

113Mesfin,ȱop.ȱcit.,ȱp.ȱ1;ȱ“BTIȱIndex”ȱCountryȱReport,ȱSomalia,ȱp.ȱ4.ȱ
114ȱIbidem;ȱBryden,ȱop.ȱcit.ȱ
115ȱZondi,ȱ2017,ȱop.ȱcit.ȱȱ
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fromȱandȱwithȱsubalternizedȱ racial/ethnic/sexualȱspacesȱandȱbodies.116ȱAnȱ
approachȱ likeȱthisȱhasȱtheȱpotentialȱtoȱdiversifyȱpeacebuildingȱapproachesȱ
ofȱ internationalȱ intervenersȱ fromȱ theȱ statusȱ quoȱ ofȱ establishingȱ centralȱ
authoritiesȱ thatȱ areȱ notȱ representativeȱ irrespectiveȱ ofȱ themȱ beingȱ
‘democratic’.ȱ Therefore,ȱ thisȱ researchȱ suggestsȱ aȱ bottomȱ upȱ epistemicȱ
constructionȱofȱ aȱ termȱ toȱdescribeȱAfricanȱ societiesȱ asȱ aȱ startingȱpointȱ toȱ
decolonialȱpeaceȱinȱSomaliaȱandȱSubȬSaharanȱAfricaȱatȱlarge.ȱȱ
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